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Abstract

This thesis examines and analyzes the contributions of Algerian women
in confronting French colonialism during the period 1900-1962, a pivotal
stage in Algerian history that witnessed the rise of national consciousness,
the growth of popular resistance, and the outbreak of the Algerian War of
Independence. The study aims to highlight the multidimensional role
played by Algerian women, whether in political and social fields or in
armed and revolutionary activities, in addition to the immense sacrifices
they endured in the face of torture and colonial practices. The research is
based on a variety of historical sources, including French archival
documents (ANOM) as well as Arab and foreign academic studies, which
provided a comprehensive and objective view of women’s role in the
national struggle. The thesis is organized into four main chapters: the first
traces the roots of women’s participation since the early occupation (1830—
1900) as a prelude to the period under study; the second examines women’s
political and social contributions at the beginning of the twentieth century;
the third focuses on the role of women’s associations and organizations in
spreading national awareness and supporting resistance; while the fourth
highlights the ordeal of Algerian women under repression and torture until
independence in 1962. The study concludes that Algerian women were not
merely auxiliary participants in the national liberation movement, but
rather an integral part of the nationalist struggle and the revolution. They
played a decisive role in consolidating the values of resistance and
freedom, with contributions extending beyond the military dimension to
include cultural, social, and political spheres, thus securing them a
prominent place in Algeria’s national memory.
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