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Abstract

Maintaining international peace and security is one of the most
prominent challenges facing the contemporary international system. This
highlights the obstacles hindering the United Nations' ability to achieve its
goals and effectively manage international crises and conflicts. These
obstacles stem from a fundamental problem: the widening gap between the
idealistic aims enshrined in the Charter and the practical reality of conflicts
and wars that the organization is unable to contain. This study examines these
obstacles within a narrative framework, beginning with the structural and
legal flaws inherent in the composition of the Security Council and its
decision-making mechanism. This mechanism is dominated by major powers
through the use of the veto, which has transformed from a tool for ensuring
stability into a means of paralyzing international will and protecting the
narrow national interests of permanent members at the expense of collective
security. The analysis extends to the political obstacles related to the realities
of power and double standards in dealing with international crises, which
have eroded the credibility and legal legitimacy of the organization's
decisions in the eyes of the international community. The study also
highlights the operational and financial obstacles facing peacekeeping
missions, arguing that a lack of financial and logistical resources limits the
organization's ability to intervene effectively in conflict zones. In its
concluding observations, the study asserts that reforming the United Nations
is no longer an intellectual luxury but an existential necessity, requiring a
reassessment of the Security Council's structure and restrictions on the use of
the veto in cases of major crimes. It emphasizes that the organization's
success hinges on the availability of international political will that transcends
power struggles and prioritizes the common good of humanity over the

private political agendas of major powers.
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