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Abstract
Background: Cervical cancer is the fourth most prevalent women cancer
worldwide, and it can be fatal if not detected and treated early.

Aim: This study aims to assess the existing implemented cervical cancer
screening program in the unit of early detection of cervical cancer
using a Pap smear test as well as to find out the risk factors
connected to cervical cancer among women living in Kirkuk city,
Iraq.

Methodology: A Cross-sectional study design has been used to achieve
the present study's objectives. The study started from 8" December
2021 to 5™ September 2022. A structured questionnaire has been
developed based on previous literature relevant to the study topic.
Data were collected from a purposive sample of 100 women
attending the unit of early detection of cervical cancer and women
who have been referred from outpatient clinics by Obstetricians
and Gynaecologists for consultation at Azadi Teaching Hospital in
Kirkuk city.

Results: Most of the participants were aged less than 30 years, which
represents 69%, the majority of the participants married while they
were under 20 years old 82% and about 84% were under 20 at their
first pregnancy. About 82% of the participants had a history of
contraceptive use with 32% using hormone pills, 95% had a history
of pelvic inflammatory disease.

Conclusion: The findings show that there were various risk factors to
connected cervical cancer among women, including: early
marriage, multiparity, frequent use of oral contraceptives, and those
with pelvic inflammatory disease.

Recommendation: The Ministry of Health should take into account
enhancing the infrastructure for cervical screening and making the

service more accessible to women.
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