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ABSTRACT

A Cognitive-Semantic Approach to Investigating English COVID-19
Metaphorical Expressions in Social Media and Websites

Prof. Dr. Mazin Fawzi Ahmed Hajer Akram Jasim

Metaphorical expression is one of the figurative devices which assists
in conveying meaning through expressing an idea by referring to
something in terms of something else. Metaphor helps people to express
their understanding of the world around them. The problem of the study is
that metaphorical expressions may not be well received by
readers/listeners who take them at face value, which may result in
misconceptions about what they really mean. The important questions that
this study tries to answer are: What are the different semantic structures
evoked by the metaphors in the selected samples and what are the hidden
messages or instructions contained in COVID-19 metaphorical

expressions?

This study aims at: Investigating the different semantic structures
evoked by the metaphors related to COVID-19 and discovering the hidden
messages or instructions entailment in COVID-19 metaphorical
expressions. In order to achieve these aims, the study hypothesizes that
metaphors can be manipulated to achieve the desired effects, and that
politicians always use military terms to discuss the Coronavirus situation.
This study presents a qualitative and quantitative analysis for forty English
COVID-19 metaphorical expressions which have been chosen from
English social media and websites. The selected data have been tackled
from the cognitive-semantic perspective through adopting an eclectic
model represented by: Conceptual Metaphor Theory, Image schema

theory and encyclopaedic view of meaning theory.



The study concludes that discovering the semantic structures
encapsulated in the metaphorical expressions is based on the choice of an
appropriate meaning through conceptualizing the structure of the
metaphorical expressions founded on the embodied experience that is built
from a set of memories from the external world. It is also found that
hidden messages and instructions behind the COVID-19 metaphorical
expressions take two ways; the way of instructing people to take care of
themselves and of each other and to raise awareness to follow the
precautions, and the way of criticizing politicians and the consequences of

their failures.
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