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Abstract

This thesis examines the topic of Prophetic Studies in the Book “Dala’il
al-Nubuwwah” by Imam Abu Nu‘aym al-Isfahani: A Presentation and
Study. It is considered one of the significant works that focused on collecting
evidence and proofs demonstrating the establishment of prophethood,
particularly the prophethood of Prophet Muhammad (peace be upon him).
The study aims to clarify the concept of prophethood and its position in
Islamic creed, identify the most prominent prophetic issues discussed by
Imam Abu Nu‘aym in his book, and examine his methodology in presenting
narrations and using them as evidence.

The study adopted the inductive, analytical, and comparative
methodology by examining the texts related to prophetic studies in the book
“Dala’il al-Nubuwwah”, analyzing them from a theological perspective, and
benefiting from comparison when studying the methodology of Imam Abu
Nu‘aym and the approaches of some scholars who authored works in this
field.

The thesis consists of three chapters. The first chapter introduces Imam
Abu Nu‘aym al-Isfahani and his book “Dala’il al-Nubuwwah” by presenting
his scholarly biography, his status among hadith scholars, and introducing
the book, its significance, and sources. The second chapter discusses the
prophetic topics mentioned in the book, including the concept of
prophethood, the distinction between a prophet and a messenger, and the fact
that prophethood is a divine selection and gift. It also examines the
characteristics of prophets and messengers (peace be upon them), such as
infallibility, truthfulness, trustworthiness, conveying the message, and
intelligence. Furthermore, it addresses belief in the prophethood of Prophet
Muhammad (peace be upon him), his unique characteristics, the miracles of
prophets, the concept of revelation, and the proofs of prophethood. The third
chapter presents a theological study of prophetic issues, explaining the
impact of belief in prophethood on establishing matters of Islamic creed
related to divinity, prophethood, and unseen matters, as well as the role of
prophetic proofs in strengthening faith and responding to doubts concerning
divine messages.

The study reached several conclusions, the most significant of which are
that prophethood represents a fundamental principle of Islamic creed, that



Imam Abu Nu‘aym al-Isfahani was among the prominent hadith scholars
who contributed to serving the Sunnah and establishing matters related to
prophethood, and that his book “Dala’il al-Nubuwwah” represents an
important source due to its inclusion of various narrations and proofs
confirming the truthfulness of prophets, especially the prophethood of
Prophet Muhammad (peace be upon him). The study also demonstrated that
his methodology was based on compilation, comprehensive investigation,
and the diversity of evidence, including miracles, glad tidings, reports of the
unseen, and prophetic characteristics, which contributed to forming an
integrated understanding of the proofs of prophethood.

Keywords: Prophetic Studies, Abu Nu‘aym al-Isfahani, Dala’il al-
Nubuwwah.
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