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Abstract

The present study aim at analyzing the reality of the spatial
movement of camp residents, who were displaced from their permanent
residence location in Nineveh Governorate due to the takeover of ISIS on
Mosul city in 10/4/2014 and so those people were forced to live
temporarily in these camps and also investigating the challenges

encountered in terms of their return to their original residency places.

From the other hand, the main problem of the research is manifested
in that the spatial movement of the displaced people from Nineveh
governorate was coercive, collective and sudden and it came along with
the military operations to liberate Mosul for the period 16/10/2016 —
10/12/2017 from the domination of ISIS. The influx of the displaced
people was huge that it was beyond the material and logistic capabilities
of the Council of Nineveh Governorate, Ministry of Migration and

Immigrants and the international humanitarian organizations altogether.

The research pivoted on two major sources, which are the official
data issued by the Ministry of migration and immigrants, Nineveh branch
in addition to the field study that involved 2500 households and the total
number of their members is (12767) persons with a percentage of (5.3%)
of the families residing in camps, in order to obtain a detailed data that

enhances the scientific research.

The study comprised an introduction, five chapters as well as
conclusions and recommendations. Chapter one tackled the spatial
movement of the displaced people, while chapter two dealt with the
geographical distribution of the camps locations and the direction of the
spatial movement of the displaced from Nineveh governorate. From the

other hand, chapter three was concerned with the social services provided



to the residents of the camps, but chapter four investigated the population
composition. Finally chapter five dealt with the spatial back-movement of
the camps residents to their original residence locations in Nineveh

governorate.

The research reached a set of conclusions, most prominent of which

are:

1. Nineveh governorate witnessed a huge coercive displacement
wave due to the domination of ISIS on Mosul city in 10/6/2014
and its expansion to Nineveh districts, sub-districts and villages
except for AlQush sub-district, AlShekhan district and
Makhmoor district center. Coercive deportation of Nineveh kept
on inhabitants kept on until the liberation of Nineveh in
10/12/2017. This coercive deportation resulted in a vast external
spatial movement that can be classified into three categories:

A. External spatial movement that amounted to 305437 populations
with a percentage of 30.5% of the total number of the displaced
people.

B. Internal spatial movement towards the other Iraqi governorates that
amounted to 418215 populations with a percentage of 41.8% of the
total number of the displaced people.

C. Local spatial movement within the administrative units in Nineveh
governorate that amounted to 276549 populations with a
percentage of 6. 3% of the total number of the displaced people
that represents the first spatial movement of the displaced to the
camps of Sheikhan, Telkif, Sumeel and Makhmoor. Most of these
displaced people are Yezeedis with the onset of the invasion of
ISIS to Mosul city in 10/6/2014. This movement couldn't be
studied by the researcher in the field for security reasons amongst

them 213981 populations of the displaced people with a percentage
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of 21.4% that represents the second spatial movement that came
along with the liberations operations of Mosul and all the other
dominated governorates for the period 17/10/2016-10/12/2017.

2. The natural geographical and human factors contributed to the
selection of the camps locations. Official authorities including the
representatives of the Ministry of immigration and immigrants,
military operations command, Nineveh city council and UN
organizations selected eight locations to sheltered the displaced
people which are: Khazir, Hasan Sham, in Kalal sub-district, Nimrud,
Salameyyah in Salameyyah sub-district, Hammam AlAleel, Haj Ali,
Jad'aa in Qayyarah sub-district and Jabal Sinjar (Karsi) camp in Sinjar
district, in accordance with environmental and security regulations.

3. The accommodation of the people fleeing the battles was confined to
the tent as a pattern of the simple and primitive housing to lodge the
survivors although the tent is not comfortable for the displaced
families especially in extreme environmental and social conditions.

4. The tribal and family composition of members reflected for the rural
area and city inhabitants in terms of accommodating the displaced
people in the camps on the level of each camp and this caused a
confusion to the management of the camp.

5. The basic services delivered by camps management including water
supply, electricity and education services are not sufficient.

6. The number of the of returnees to Nineveh was 109737 individuals
with a percentage of 11% of the total number of displaced people from
Nineveh (1000201) individuals including (64964) individuals are
internally returnees from the Iraqi camps, and (44813) individuals of
returnees locally from Nineveh camps.

7. The research revealed that there are reasons that impede the return of

the displaced people, most important of which are the fragile security
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situation especially in the administrative units which are marginalized
in terms of their geographical location near the Iraqi-Syrian borders
and like far away from Mosul city like Ba'aj, Alshimal sub-district,
Rabee'a and Zummar in addition to financial reasons to compensate
the damage of displaced people properties and social reasons that are
related to the families whether the one supporting ISIS or the families
that their members were killed by ISIS due to their opposition to ISIS
in addition to the Eizeedis that were killed as men and kidnapped as
women. Other reasons are related to the constitution article No. 140 in
terms of the so called Disputed Regions”. The researcher concluded
the adoption of two main facts: the ownership of the agricultural lands
which have Ottoman ownership documents and having bonds
according to the law of settlement of land ownership rights No. 28,
article No. 21 in 1938 in addition to the clan affiliation and religion.

. The life of dependence turned the families into families that are
adapted to the new status of living who don't wish to return to their

original place of residence.
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