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The Stylistic Analysis of Men and Women's English Diaries

Abstract
Prof. Mazin Fawzi Ahmed, Ph.D. Riyam Haitham Mahmood

A diary is a personal record of events, thoughts, and feelings usually
written and arranged in chronological order. The present study sets out to
investigate the stylistic aspects of diaries written by both men and women.
The problem of the study lies in the existence of certain stylistic features
which distinguish a diary as a genre from other forms, such as a short story
and an autobiography. Moreover, men and women differ in the way they
express their thoughts and feelings. Therefore, the study attempts at showing
the stylistic features which distinguish diaries from other forms of genre and
demonstrating the differences found in the diaries written by men and women
as far as lexical categories, grammatical categories and rhetorical devices are
concerned. To achieve these aims, the study hypothesizes that the style of
diary differs from other kinds of style and that some lexical categories,
grammatical categories and rhetorical devices are more frequently used by
women than by men. The data collected include ten diaries, five of which
belong to men and the other five belong to women. To carry out the stylistic
analyses as regards the data, the study has adopted Leech and Short's (2007)
model with some modifications made on it to be more appropriate for the
purpose of the study. It is found here that diary writing style differs from
other forms of style, that lexical elements such as adjectives and adverbs are
more frequently used by men than by women which refutes the second
hypothesis, and that men use more simple sentences than women. All the
hypotheses of the study have been validated except one, i.e., the second
hypothesis. Finally, the study has made some recommendations and

suggestions for further research.
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