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Abstract

This study i1s based on the premise that religious and ethnic minorities,
including Yazidis in Iraq and Syria, face regional threats originating from beyond
their borders, as well as international stances taken towards these minorities. The
central issue of the study revolves around the regional threats faced by these
minorities, as well as their causes, sources, impacts, solutions, and future scenarios.
The study is grounded in the hypothesis that there is a direct relationship between
political and security instability and the rise of extremism in Iraq and Syria on one
hand, and the regional and international threats and stances towards minorities and
Yazidis in these countries on the other. While political, security, and social
instability increases, so do the regional and international threats and stances
towards these minorities. Conversely, as political, security, and social conditions
stabilize, these threats and stances decrease. The study’s key findings indicate that
the threats are primarily caused by political and security instability in both
countries, as well as the different religious identities of these minorities, which
terrorist organizations perceive as hostile. Additionally, conflicts among armed
forces involved in liberating minority areas from ISIS control, regional state
interventions, and international stances have significantly contributed to addressing
threats from terrorist organizations in Iraq and Syria. However, these have not been
able to influence other regional threats in Iraq. In Syria, these stances hinder
attempts to address threats. The situation of the Yazidi minority in Iraq has had
regional effects on terrorist organizations, aiding in their eradication, but also
leading to local and regional conflicts, particularly in the Sinjar area. Therefore,
comprehensive and long-term solutions are needed at local, regional, and
international levels. Without such solutions, threats will persist and potentially

increase in the future.



