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Abstract

Most modern Arab-Islamic cities have been characterized by the fact
that they have expanded from the nucleus of the walled old city and
then evolved to what they are today« The study attempts to address
the concept of the "Transitional Zone" of the Arab-Islamic city and
determine its distinctive urban characteristics compared to the old city
on the one hand¢ and the parts of the modern city on the other< This
study deals with the transitional area around the Old City of Mosul as
a case study as it is one of the oldest Arab-Islamic cities in Iraq and has
its strategic importance through the components of its urban fabric¢
In general« it is noted that there is a knowledge gap in that no identity
or special definition of the Transitional Zone has been identified in
most previous studies and research¢« which constitutes an important
stage of the growth and expansion of the old and modern city< and the
urban characteristics of the transitional area have not been given the
appropriate importance« and therefore there is a lack of knowledge
among some experts and specialists in the field of urban planning and
city growth in determining the urban characteristics of this area.

From here¢ the public and private research problem take shape by
highlighting and dealing with the Transitional Zone and editing its
definition first« and then fixing its characteristics - secondly - as it does
not resemble the old city or the modern parts that arose later< and the
period of its emergence is unclear to some researchers and sometimes
it is dealt with as part of the old city¢ It is known that this area
originated outside the old city and was formed after the demolition of
its wall< anditis considered one of the important morphological stages
in the formation of the modern city as we know it today.

In the applied part of this study« one of the neighborhoods in the
transitional zone in the city of Mosul and the surrounding area was
elected as a model for the residential neighborhood in it then models
of tissues of the city of Mosul (old¢ transitional< modern) were studieds



and the method of comparative analysis was adopted among them« as
well as morphological analysis was used to study the neighborhoods:«
streets¢ buildings and prominent landmarks in the study area in order
to discover their distinctive urban characteristics¢< The study followed
in its applied part the descriptive and analytical comparative
approach¢ as well as the adoption of one of the geographic
information systems (GIS) software¢< which is (ArcGIS-ArcMap-
V¢10¢4¢1) and its accessories¢ as well as the use of computer software
and other Internet¢ such as AutoCAD« Google Earth and others¢ Field
surveys¢ personal interviews and interviews with experts and
specialists were also used as mechanisms for collecting information to
enrich the practical aspect.

The study came in an introduction and five chapters« the first chapters
- the first« second and third - represented the theoretical side of it¢
while the fourth and fifth chapters represented the applied part of it«
On the theoretical side« the historical approach was followed to study
traditional architecture and the urban landscape and its components
and characteristicsc which contributed to enriching the
recommendations of the study« The study sought to give knowledge
and clarity to the identity of the transitional zone to open the way for
researchers who are concerned with the development and
development of that region and its history from a conceptual and
scientific side« and accordingly can determine the policies chosen for
the correct urban development of that area« The study concluded with
a set of final conclusions and recommendations as solutions to the
problem of the study¢< the most important of which is the work of
regulations and design standards to preserve the identity and public
character of the region that achieve the objectives of the study.
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