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Abstract:

Over the years, identity has formed as a fundamental concept reflecting the
unique character and personality of each community, distinguishing it from others.
Since architectural form represents the visible aspect of architecture, traditional
buildings have represented the most expressive form of architectural identity. They
mirror the history and culture that once prevailed in the city, in addition to the
influence of the surrounding environment in shaping these buildings and imbuing
them with distinctive architectural features.

In the ancient city of Mosul, especially after the recent war, many of its
buildings suffered extensive damage. Reconstruction efforts have been undertaken,
particularly for numerous heritage buildings that constitute the heart of the local
identity and the optimal reflection of the uniqueness and culture of the community.
However, many of these reconstruction efforts were carried out without proper
supervision or organization by official heritage authorities, impacting various
aspects, notably the cultural facets of the city. The specificity of the architectural
structures in this region goes beyond mere functional purposes, serving as symbolic,
moral, and cultural representations for the area and the city. This necessitates the
adoption of high precision and adherence to clear design parameters when
reconstructing such buildings.

Based on the foregoing, the primary aim of the research is to establish a clear
scientific scale for assessing the degree of realization of identity and its consistent
architectural features in the architectural outputs of reconstruction processes within
the ancient city of Mosul. This includes various functional models, such as
residential, religious, and service-oriented structures.

The study identified the key terms and values of this scale by relying on the
most significant aspects covered in studies related to the general topic of identity and



specifically the identity of the city of Mosul. Fixed weights were assigned to each
quantifiable value, creating a structured framework for assessment. Subsequently,
the scale was applied to a set of samples, elucidating the primary reasons behind the
achieved degree of identity.

The measured architectural models yielded diverse and graded results,
ranging from a complete or very high degree of identity achievement to moderate
and low levels in the residential sector, with models showing generally moderate to
low degrees within mosques and caravanserais. The reasons behind this variation
were numerous, starting from the implementing party of the reconstruction process
and extending to the roles of economic factors and the specific budget allocated for
reconstruction, which significantly influenced the extent of identity achievement
within the sample. Other factors included a lack of awareness and general culture,
as well as the absence of laws and regulations specifically related to reconstruction
and other contributing factors.



