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The environment is the natural and vital environment in which living organisms
and other creatures live. Given its importance, most countries’ constitutions stipulate
its protection directly or indirectly (implicitly). The right to live in a sound,
satisfactory, or healthy environment is an international right, and it is one of the
rights of the third generation. A human being's right to live in a satisfactory, health
or healthy environment free of pollution in its various forms, and his right to benefit
and exploit natural resources and use them rationally and not to deplete them in order
to preserve future generations, are among the solidarity rights that it is the
responsibility of the state and the individual to protect with all their material and non-
material elements from degradation, as it is the refuge that Everyone enjoys it, and
the individual has the right to resort to the judiciary to demand compensation in the
event that he is harmed. This is why international conventions and internal legislation
stipulate explicit recognition of this right in their constitutions and laws. Explicit
recognition i1s more binding on individuals because the individual knows of the
penalty for violating it. As for implicit recognition, it is interpreted according to the
will of the administration. The implicit need to be linked to other constitutionally
recognized rights in order for the right to the environment to be recognized as an
independent right or linked to another right, such as transportation, work, health,
political participation and other rights, and the right to life, which cannot be restricted
under any circumstances.

The purpose of issuing these laws is to protect the human right to a pure
environment and the right of the environment not to be depleted or exposed to
pollution, to correct the error, to remove or treat the damage, to preserve natural
resources and biodiversity, to grant licenses, permits and environmental approvals, to
prepare an emergency plan to confront disasters in cooperation between several
parties, and to grant the Minister several powers such as authorizing Any person, but
on the condition that it is in a written letter, granting the individual his rights, such as
the right to inform and participate in decisions, environmental justice, as well as the
right to benefit from natural resources, and acknowledging responsibility for both the
state and the individual for damages and obliging them to compensate, as the
Kurdistan Region Environment Protection and Improvement Law did when it
approved these rights, as well as Identifying the judicial authorities responsible for
environmental issues and activating the environmental administrative judiciary
regarding environmental issues between a public facility and individuals, two public
facilities, or a public facility and a private one.

It is not enough to stipulate the protection of the environment in the constitution or
law. It must be transferred from theoretical reality to practical reality by activating
the role of the three authorities in protecting the environment, as well as activating
mechanisms, tightening control, taking measures and procedures against the violator
who pollutes the environment, increasing 1punishment, confiscation, and imposing
financial and non-financial penalties, as well as administrative penalties by stopping
Working partially or completely and not granting licenses except after assessing the
environmental impact of the facilities, bans, etc., and forming international
negotiating committees to solve international environmental problems with the
countries causing harm to Iraq.
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