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Abstract

Abstract

Entitled "Political Elites and Their Role in Achieving Social Integration
in Post-Conflict Countries: Selected Models,” this study examines the
essential role played by political elites, as the main actors, in promoting
social integration during the post-conflict phase. This transitional period
represents a particularly sensitive stage in the history of countries
emerging from armed conflict, where multiple deep-rooted political,
social, and economic factors interact to shape the internal structure and
cohesion of society.

In most cases, such conflicts leave behind societies fragmented along
ethnic, religious, or political lines, generating mistrust among citizens and
increasing the risk of renewed violence. These realities make the pursuit
of peaceful coexistence both difficult and complex.

To explore this dynamic, the analysis turns to three pioneering models
of social integration, each marked by varying degrees of difficulty,
success, and failure. In Colombia, for instance, despite the signing of a
peace agreement between the government and the FARC in 2016, the
integration process continues to face major hurdles. These include
ongoing violence perpetrated by other armed groups, slow
implementation of key provisions—particularly those concerning the
economic and social reintegration of former combatants—and a limited
state presence in rural areas, which impedes community reconciliation
and transitional justice efforts.

Rwanda, following the 1994 genocide, confronted the enormous
challenge of rebuilding a unified society. While notable progress has been
made, the country remains in a phase of transformation, partly due to its
reliance on traditional mechanisms for fostering national reconciliation
and social cohesion.

By contrast, the experience of post-apartheid South Africa is often
regarded as a comparatively successful model. The establishment of the
Truth and Reconciliation Commission represented a significant turning
point, relying on confession and forgiveness rather than retribution, and
achieving substantial progress toward national healing.



