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Abstract

One of the most prominent theories which are concerned with
figurative and non-literal language is metaphor. Some theories consider
metaphor as a device in language, in contrast to cognitive and conceptual
theory by George Lakoff and Mark Johnson (1980a) "Metaphors We Live
By" which views metaphor as a way of thinking and revealing patterns of
mind. Based on that, the study aims to investigate EFL learners'
comprehension of metaphor. The problem approached in this study is
concerned with the fact that there is difficulty in comprehending
metaphorical expressions. Sometimes, metaphors are ambiguous and the
learners are unfamiliar with the metaphoric knowledge and that is why it
can be interpreted in different ways. To deal with the problem properly,
the study seeks to answer substantial questions, how can the difficulty of
understanding metaphorical expressions be investigated and compared to
regular linguistic expressions? Is there a difference between monolingual
learners and bilingual ones in comprehending the metaphorical
expressions? Does bilingualism affect the learners' comprehension and
production of metaphors? To solve the problem of this study, the study
hypothesizes four points: the recognition of metaphor may overlap with
other types of figures of speech. Also, there is a difficulty in
understanding the metaphoric expressions from their textbooks. The
learners' bilingualism has no effect in interpreting metaphorical
expressions, out from their textbooks, for both monolingual and bilingual.
Moreover, the learners' recognition of metaphor is better than their
production; the learners' comprehension precedes their production of
metaphor. To achieve the aim of this study, one group t-test and two
groups t-test are used. Concerning data collection, twenty-five English

metaphorical expressions were selected from the learners' textbooks and



twenty metaphorical expressions were selected from daily life. The
learners of this study, who range in age from 20 to 24, consist of 45
females and 33 males, 61 monolingual learners; who use one language for
communication, and 17 bilingual learners; who use two languages for
communication. They have been taken from the second-year EFL learners
of the academic year 2022-2023 at the Department of English, College of
Education for Humanities, University of Mosul. The study first concludes
that the learners' comprehension of metaphor is better than their
production of metaphor. Second, the analysis of the data presented in
Chapter 4 (see Chapter Four) shows that bilingual learners do better in
comprehending of metaphorical expressions than monolingual learners.
This reveals that the bilingualism of the learners has a positive effect in
this domain. Finally, the study sheds light on the important role of

metaphor in expressing ideas, according to the educational level.
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