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The role of the Arab tribes in the wars of apostasy and the
Islamic conquests until the era of Caliph Omar Ibn Al-
Khattab, a quantitative historical study

The Arab tribes played a distinguished role in spreading the Islamic
religion and the Islamic conquests. The sons of those tribes participated
since the beginning of the call to Mecca. Some of them converted to
Islam and began to spread the teachings of religion among the sons of his
people and tribe. For the invasion himself, there was the participation of
the sons of some tribes in those companies and raids, although most of
them were allies of the Quraish who migrated to Medina or allies of the
Ansar from the Aws and Khazraj, and historical sources have recorded
these events for us, and influential roles of the sons of the Arab tribes
appeared alongside their brothers from The immigrants from the Quraish
tribe and the Ansar are the people of Yathrib This participation began
through individuals, most of them were the allies of the Quraish who
migrated to Yathrib and the allies of the Ansar, and this participation
began to expand gradually in the companies and raids, until it reached
more than half of the army in the conquest of Makkah in Ramadan A AH,
and more than two-thirds of the army in the Battle of Tabuk Rajab 9 AH,
and there are companies that formed all of their members from the sons
of the Arab tribes, such as Saraya Uyaina bin Hisn Al-Fazari to Bani
Tamim.

After the death of the Prophet Muhammad (may God bless him and grant
him peace), some Arab tribes renounced Islam, whose Islam was not
firmly established in the hearts of their sons. All of its members left
Islam, so the Caliph Abu Bakr al-Siddiq (may God be pleased with him)
confronted those movements that wanted to break up the unity of the
young Islamic state. The brigades, as he assigned the leadership of some
of those brigades to their sons along with their brothers from the Quraish
and Ansar tribe.

Thus, they were able to eliminate these movements that aimed to tear
apart the unity of the Arabs after the Islamic religion brought them
together in one site, and the sons of the Arab tribes had distinct roles in
those events.

After eliminating the apostasy movements in the Arabian Peninsula, the
Caliph Abu Bakr Al-Siddiq (may God be pleased with him) sent one of
his leaders to the land of Iraq to open those areas and spread Islam among
its people. Many of the sons of the Arab tribes who lived in those areas,
from Tamim and Bakr joined that army. Ibn Wael, Wat’, and other tribes
from Mudar, Rabi’a, and the Qahtaniyah tribes, so they would achieve
some victories, so the Caliph thought to send other brigades towards the



Levant, so he sent to the Arab tribes in Yemen and Hijaz mobilizing them
to wage jihad in the land of Levant, and large crowds of the sons of those
tribes met him He formed four brigades on which he made men from
among the companions of the Prophet (peace and blessings of God be
upon him) who were known for their honesty and military competence,
and the Arab tribes continued to flock to Medina, and the Caliph supplied
them to the masses of Muslims in Syria and Iraq until he conquered many
areas on those two fronts.

The Caliph Abu Bakr Al-Siddiq (may God be pleased with him) passed
away, and the Muslim armies on the fronts of Syria and Iraq did not
complete the conquest operations and reach the goals set for them, and
Omar Ibn Al-Khattab (may God be pleased with him) took over the
caliphate of Muslims after him, so he completed what his associate had
started, as he allowed the sons of Arab tribes who apostatized About
Islam after the death of the Prophet (may God bless him and grant him
peace) by participating in those conquests, after Abu Bakr al-Siddiq (may
God be pleased with him) forbade them from that and deprived them of
that privilege for their sin, so there was a great expansion in the Muslim
armies and their number increased, and this brought about a change in the
The ground in the Levant Front and the Iraqi Front in particular, and the
conquest operations were completed in record time, as were the openings
of areas in Persia, and Egypt and parts of Armenia, and Azerbaijan and
other other areas were opened.

Many Arab and foreign studies have dealt with this topic, and they have
saturated the research, but what is new in our study is that it is concerned
with the historical quantitative aspect of these events, which was not
addressed by the previous studies. The focus was on the numbers of Arab
tribes in those battles, the size of participation, and the proportion of each
tribe in the army that went to open those battles. The regions, and the
factors affecting the size of that participation from time and place, and the
study period was specific during the era of the two caliphs of the Prophet
Muhammad (peace be upon him) Abu Bakr Al-Siddiq and Omar bin Al-
Khattab (may God be pleased with them), so we extracted the numbers of
many tribes in those events and their percentage In the army, we found
the extent of participation in the battles for each of the Arab tribes,
according to what the ancient and modern history books provide about
those events We have added tables and charts to illustrate these
percentages, and the size of participation This type of historical studies is
closely related to the computer, and it works to link social sciences with
modern technology, and to benefit from the development that has taken
place, and the development of traditional studies in all fields.
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