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Abstract

This study investigates the phenomenon of indirectness within the context
of Mosuli Arabic interaction, shedding light on the motivations, strategies, and
effects of indirectness on communication patterns between genders. Drawing on
theoretical frameworks rooted in pragmatics, specifically Grice's cooperative
principle and Holtgraves' speech act theory, this research endeavours to analyse
and interpret data collected from Mosuli Arabic participants, encompassing both
males and females. By examining the linguistic strategies employed during
conversational interactions, including indirectness, the study aims at identifying
the underlying motivations driving gender-specific usage patterns. The study also
aims at investigating the impact of gender on the interpretation and
comprehension of indirectness; assessing potential misunderstandings that may
arise in cross-gender communication. The findings of the study reveal that there
are differences between males and females in their use of indirectness in Mosuli
Arabic interactions. Women primarily use indirectness to convey politeness and
respect, while men tend to prioritize dominance and attracting attention. It has
also been found that both genders employ indirectness for some other purposes
such as criticism, shaming, blame, and humour that is found to be the primary
motivation for males using indirectness. Additionally, it has been found that
indirect communication is prevalent in parental regulation, with males using
humour and sarcasm and females adopting a serious tone. The study also finds
that indirectness serves as a strategic choice to convey messages concisely, and it
is commonly used in collectivist cultures such as Arabic culture to maintain
harmonious relationships and avoid conflicts. The study confirms gender
differences in language use and supports the notion that individuals employ

indirectness to convey their intentions effectively.
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