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Abstract

Between 1948 and 1962, Yemen witnessed a series of military
and political coups that represented critical turning points in its modern
history. These transformations reflected both a growing internal
momentum against the imamate system and an intensifying regional and
international involvement, with various actors seeking to protect or

expand their strategic interests in the Arabian Peninsula.

The first major attempt to challenge the ruling order came in 1948
with a failed coup against Imam Yahya Hamid al-Din. Subsequent
reform efforts and further attempts at change culminated in the
revolution of September 26, 1962, which successfully overthrew the
monarchy and declared the establishment of the Yemen Arab Republic.
These developments attracted wide attention from Arab and international
powers alike, turning Yemen into a battleground for competing regional

and global agendas.

At the Arab level, reactions were sharply divided. Nasser's Egypt
emerged as a principal supporter of the republican movement, viewing
the Yemeni revolution as part of a broader Arab liberation project and an
opportunity to assert Cairo’s regional leadership. Egypt extended both
political and military support to the republicans, including direct military
intervention, which led to a prolonged civil war. In contrast, Saudi Arabia
staunchly supported the royalists, driven by concerns over the spread of
revolutionary and leftist ideologies that threatened monarchical rule in

the region. Riyadh provided financial and military aid to the royalist

A



forces in an effort to halt the republican advance. Other Arab states,
such as Jordan and lIraq, adopted more cautious or shifting stances

based on their internal dynamics and regional interests.

On the international level, the positions of global powers were
shaped by Cold War dynamics. Britain, which maintained a colonial
presence in South Yemen (Aden), was alarmed by the rise of Egyptian
and Soviet influence in the north and sought to protect its strategic
holdings by supporting conservative forces. The United States pursued a
more balanced approach, refraining from overt support for any side but
closely monitoring developments to prevent Soviet expansion in the
region. Meanwhile, the Soviet Union offered symbolic political support to
the republican side, consistent with its broader strategy of backing anti-
colonial and revolutionary movements, though it did not engage militarily

to the extent Egypt did.

In conclusion, the military coups in Yemen during this period were
far from isolated domestic events; they became arenas for broader
struggles between nationalist-revolutionary and conservative-royalist
forces, set against the backdrop of global superpower rivalry. These
intersecting regional and international dynamics not only complicated
Yemen'’s political trajectory but also laid the groundwork for decades of

instability and external involvement
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