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Abstract

The old city of Mosul is regarded as the urban centre of the bigger Mosul
and its repulsing heart with urban, historical, and folkloric buildings. Because of
its importance, civilizational value, its geographical status and the necessity of
preserving it in accordance with the projects of reconstruction and rehabilitation
to develop the city and to restore its identity and heritage, this thesis studies
Mosul before the spread of war and destruction in 2014 and after liberating the
city from the grip of terrorism in 2017 followed by the destruction of most its
historical and folkloric buildings, in addition to the destruction of various and
service activities and its infrastructure. Such massive destruction left its marks
on the urban tissue of the city. In fact, rehabilitating and reconstructing the city
is considered one of the ways to preserve its urban tissue without touching and
changing the civilizational heritage, a matter which reflects the geographical

character of the city and fosters the sense of belonging to this city.

This study aims at examining the damages caused to the urban buildings
in the city by adopting Macro- seismic scale proposed by the European Centre to
estimate its status according to the international geological scale of measuring
the damage caused by the earthquake. It was found that there is a rise in the
percentage of damage in its buildings which amounts 90% of the total area of
the city, a matter which requires rehabilitation and putting forward scenarios in
accordance with the reality of the city according to reconstruction and drawing
on the Arab and international experiences in rehabilitating and reconstructing
the damaged cities after destruction. In an attempt to find the necessary means to
rehabilitate and reconstruct the old city in mosul as it was before, a
questionnaire form was used to know the requirements of rehabilitating and
developing the city through population’s participation and to know the means of

preserving the tissue of the city and its historical centre beside its problems. It is
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quite clear that most of people researched desire to rehabilitate and reconstruct

the old city according to its historical tissue.

The scenarios proposed by the study were consistent with the requirements
of population and their desire to rehabilitate the city , to preserve the old
buildings and to mix the old and the modern style. They also preferred to leave
some buildings to be an eye-witness historical account of the events that
happened in the city and a reminder of the dark period lived by people. The
study concluded that there is urgent necessity to activate the role of the effective
governmental institutions and international organizations to rebuild the city in
accordance with its urban tissue and to protect the remains of the city from

decadence or removal.
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