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bstract

This research explores the concept of Awliya’ (saints or
righteous individuals) in Islamic thought through an analytical
approach that bridges theological foundations with historical
and social developments. The study aims to clarify the
linguistic and religious meanings of key terms, trace the
evolution of the concept of wilayah (spiritual authority) in
Islamic texts and contexts, and analyze its spiritual and societal

dimensions as reflected in Muslim life.
The study is structured into three chapters:

The first addresses the definitions of core terms in the Qur’an

and Sunnah;

The second explores the historical development of the concept

and its connection to personal, social, and political forms of
piety;
The third examines the spiritual and social aspects of wilayah,

including themes like contentment, fear, hope, asceticism, and

the role of exemplary figures among scholars and reformers.



The research concludes that wilayah in Islam is a
comprehensive and foundational concept, often misunderstood
or misrepresented, and that it plays a significant role in shaping
both individual spiritual growth and societal moral cohesion

through righteous role models and ethical conduct.

Keywords:

Wilayah, Awliya, Islamic thought, Sufism, spiritual dimension,

social dimension.
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