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Abstract

There has been a trend towards preserving historic buildings
because of their values, nowadays have many benefits to society if
utilized correctly. The policy of preserving historic buildings in old
cities to reuse them is a complex and crucial process, as it is carried out
with high precision to preserve the city's cultural and historic identity
and at the same time try to achieve a sustainable benefit for those
buildings. The most appropriate reuse mechanism is the highest level
of reuse policy that enhances the value of historic buildings. Several
studies have been reviewed that adopted this mechanism and explained
several factors affecting it and how to achieve it. The current study
illuminates the aspects influencing the most appropriate reuse more
comprehensively. Since the research problem has been identified, there
1s a need for knowledge about a methodology to designate what is
considered to be the most appropriate reuse of historic buildings in the
Old City of Mosul. This study aims to present a methodology with an
innovative mechanism used to enhance and prolong the constructive
period of historic facilities through the possibility of determining the
most appropriate reuse pattern to reduce or prevent the impact of
destructive or damaged causes and factors.

The methodology of the study consists of four stages: The first
included an analysis of several previous studies and international
conventions, in addition to expert interviews, to provide a theoretical
framework for a comprehensive methodology for this mechanism. The
second stage deals with determining weights for the aspects and criteria
extracted from the theoretical study, interviewing experts, and
identifying the highest-value buildings and appropriate functions in the
Old City of Mosul. The third phase included user interface design and
system operations. The final stage included implementing the system
through a group of historic buildings in the Old City of Mosul and the
proposed functions. The results showed the effectiveness of the
proposed methodology in managing the decision-making process for



the most appropriate reuse of historic buildings, as by using the
MAROHB methodology, the required time to complete the process of
selecting the most appropriate reuse for historic buildings can be
reduced, in addition to facilitating sound decision-making by decision-
makers. The comprehended information also contributed greatly to
covering and managing the process as closely as possible.

Keywords: Heritage, conservation, Reuse, Most Appropriate Reuse,
Historic Buildings, Mosul Old City, MAROHB



