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Abstract

Since independence in 1961, Kuwait has sought to establish
international relations on the basis of mutual respect and neutrality,
considering that it is a country of limited size and strength. It has not
aligned with major international alliances that would seize its decision
and capabilities, instead, it favors to establish balanced relations that
guarantee its interests and independence. At the same time, Kuwait, with
its wealth and geographical location as the gateway to the Gulf, is the
focus of attention of the great powers, particularly the Soviet Union,
which is keen to reach the warm waters, achieve its economic interests,
and find an outlet to the Gulf through which Marxist thought would pass.
This has led to the two parties - Kuwait and the Soviet Union — to opt for
communication and establishing relations in all fields, and the parties has
begun since 1963to work to achieve this, and the first of those relations is
the diplomatic exchange between them.

The issue of Kuwaiti-Soviet relations has great historical
importance, due to the weight and depth of the influence of the former
Soviet Union and its heir, Russia, in global politics, specifically in our
Arab region. The importance of the topic is also reflected in the fact that
there are few studies dealing with it in detail covering the historical
period of thirty years, from 1961 to 1991.

The thesis is divided into a preface and three chapters, the preface
is entitled: (The Russian Presence in the Arab Gulf Until 1960), the first
chapter is entitled: (The Relations between Kuwait and the Soviets, and
the Most Important Influencing Factors), and it is divided into four
sections, the first is entitled: (The geographical factor), the second takes
the title: (The Ideological Factor and the Regime), and the third is
entitled: (The International and Regional Factor and Its Impact on the

Soviet Stance about Kuwait’s Independence) and the last one of the
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chapter bears the title: (The nature of Kuwaiti-Soviet relations 1963-
1971).

The title of the second chapter is: (Kuwaiti-Soviet relations during
the seventies of the twentieth century), and it consists of three sections,
the first of which is: (Gulf security and its impact on the Kuwaiti-Soviet
relations), and the title of the second one is: (The Kuwaiti and Soviet
Stance of the June war 1967 / October war 1973), and the third is entitled:
(The Evolution of the Kuwaiti-Soviet Relations 1971-1989),

The third chapter of the thesis is entitled: (Regional issues and
their impact on the Kuwaiti-Soviet Relations), and it is divided into three
sections. The first 1s: (The Soviet invasion of Afghanistan and its impact
on the relations with Kuwait and the Gulf states). The second is entitled:
(The Iraqi-Iranian war 1980-1988 and its impact on the Kuwaiti-Soviet
relations with Iran, and the third and final one is entitled: (The crisis of
the second Gulf War 1990- 1991 and its impact on the Kuwaiti-Soviet
Relations).

The main findings of the thesis are:

1. Kuwait, despite its limited strength and area, has been the
focus of the attention of the world's great powers, due to the resources it
possesses, and due to its geographical location overlooking the Arab
Gulf, which makes it a gateway to the its countries.

2. One of the most prominent influences in the history of Kuwait
and its relations with the countries of the world in general and the Soviet
Union in particular is Iraq, which has played an important role in the life
of Kuwait and in the various stages of its modern history. This is due to
its geographical adjacency to it, and because of its being one of the most
powerful Arab countries, and the most important in the political field.

3. Kuwait has managed, with political wisdom, to maintain good

relations with the western and eastern camps, despite the vast gap in ideas
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and goals. It has not sided one camp at the expense of the other, rather it
has balanced its relationship with both camps in a way that preserves its
independence and achieves its interests.

4. Those good relations that Kuwait has built with the great
powers has been invested during the Iraqi invasion; it has been able to
mobilize support for its cause and an international alliance to defend and
liberate it.

5. Kuwait has represented an important focal point for the Soviet
Union as it contributes to ensuring the protection of its southern borders,
as well as a gateway to the Gulf from which the Soviets enter to spread

their ideology and achieve their interests in the region.
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