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Abstract

Studying small and very small creatures in the Qur'anic text from a
rhetorical perspective is one of the most interesting and important topics.
The small creatures mentioned in the Qur'anic text are great evidence and
proof of God's power and justice.

The wisdom and purpose behind mentioning small and very small
creatures is based on four principles: human guidance, affirmation of the
One Creator, noble prophethood, resurrection, and justice. Therefore,
mentioning these small creatures is merely a secondary and digressive
step towards affirming divine creation and the wondrous order created by
God Almighty.

The title of my dissertation (Qur'anic References to Small and Very
Small Creatures - An Analytical Rhetorical Study) serves this clear goal.
Despite the abundance of studies and sources that offer extensive
rhetorical and linguistic explanations and interpretations of these noble
verses that mention tiny creatures such as grain, atoms, sperm, and
insects, the study has been limited to what falls under the concept of real,
tangible smallness, excluding metaphorical descriptions that diminish
things by way of disparagement or disdain, as well as what appears small
in comparison to something greater. Instead, it has remained within the
framework of real smallness alone.

The study plan consists of two chapters, preceded by an
introduction and followed by a conclusion. In the introduction, we
provide a brief definition of rhetoric, a definition of allusions in language
and terminology, and their importance in literary and Quranic texts. We
also provide a definition of small creatures in language and terminology.
The study concludes with the most prominent findings.

The first chapter, entitled “Small Creatures in the Holy Quran,”
consists of five sections, each containing three points. The second
chapter, entitled “Very Small Beasts in the Holy Quran,” consists of five
sections, each containing three points. Thus, the plan is constructed with

precision and balance. Each chapter concludes with a table of the verses
that refer to small and very small creatures, respectively.

It is worth noting that we relied in our study on important rhetorical

books, both ancient and modern, including (Dala’il al-I’jaz wa Asrar al-
Balagha) by al-Jurjani, and (Al-Tarz li Asrar al-Balagha wa Ulum
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Haga’iq al-I’jaz) by al-Alawi, in addition to books of interpretation such
as Tafsir al-Kashaf by al-Zamakhshari, and (Al-Tafsir al-Kabir) by al-
Razi (d. 606 AH), and some modern interpretations such as( Tafsir al-
Tahrir wa al-Tanwir) by Ibn Ashur (d. 1393 AH), in addition to a number
of modern academic writings and research, including the book, (Jewels of
Eloquence) by Ahmed Al-Hashemi, (The Rhetorical Interpretation of
Interrogation in the Holy Quran) by Abdul-Azim Ibrahim Al-Muta’ani,
and the book (The Rhetorical Miracle in the Holy Quran) by Dr.
Muhammad Hussein Salama.

To conclude the study, we conclude that these vocabulary came in
important places characterized by the miracle of the precision of
depiction and precision of impact, so that an image of the greatness of the
Creator and the greatness of the Quranic system is established in the mind
of the recipient. By employing these small creatures in multiple contexts
that serve meanings and faith perceptions of God’s knowledge and power.



