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Abstract

In one of the most delicate phases of Islamic history, when the
Abbasid Caliphate’s political grip began to weaken and its administrative
structure fragmented, local powers emerged in the eastern Islamic world
in the form of semi-independent emirates. Although regional autonomy
might appear to conflict with central authority, this study reveals a more
complex and nuanced picture: these emirates were not merely
independent entities, but played a pivotal role in sustaining the continuity
of the Abbasid Caliphate and reinforcing its influence in the eastern
Islamic lands, albeit in indirect ways.

The dissertation traces the rise and development of these emirates,
focusing on prominent examples such as the Tahirids, the Samanids, and
the Ghaznavids. It shows how these powers arose amid the weakening of
central authority, taking advantage of geographical distance and the
vastness of the empire, while at the same time maintaining a legitimate
connection with the Abbasid caliph. This was expressed through prayers
for him on the pulpits, minting coins in his name, and symbolic
acknowledgment of his sovereignty.

One of the most striking aspects of the relationship between the
eastern emirates and the Abbasid Caliphate was the clear insistence of
their rulers on attributing conquests and military victories to the caliph,
even when they themselves had carried them out. After achieving
expansion or victory, the commander or emir would declare that it had
been accomplished “in the name of the caliph” and under his banner—an
astute gesture of deriving legitimacy from him and reinforcing his
position as the symbol of unity for the Muslim community.

The study demonstrates that this relationship was not merely
symbolic but based on mutual interests. The caliphate, despite its decline,
continued to represent the supreme religious authority, while the emirates
provided military protection, administered the provinces efficiently, and
helped repel external threats. Thanks to the support of these Islamic
emirates, the Abbasid Caliphate regained some of its political prestige by
extending its influence in Khurasan and Transoxiana
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The dissertation also highlights the political and military
dimensions of this role. The eastern emirates contributed to strengthening
Abbasid authority in political and military affairs and to maintaining
internal stability. Cities such as Nishapur, the capital of the Tahirids,
worked to consolidate Abbasid influence by protecting the empire’s
borders and organizing administrative matters such as taxation, which
helped stabilize the region. Similarly, the Samanids, who made Bukhara
their capital, turned it into a political and military decision-making center
in the eastern Islamic world, playing a major role in spreading Islam,
especially among the Turkic peoples. Ghazna, the capital of the
Ghaznavids, extended its influence from Khurasan and Afghanistan to the
Indian subcontinent, becoming renowned for its repeated campaigns to
spread Islam in India, thereby reinforcing Abbasid authority.

The study concludes that the weakening of the Abbasid Caliphate
did not mark the end of its effectiveness, but rather a transformation in
the structure of power. A decentralized system emerged in which the
emirates acted as partners in preserving the political and military entity of
the Abbasid state. Thus, the eastern emirates were not agents of
fragmentation, but rather pillars of continuity and survival.
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