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ABSTRACT

This study aims at shedding light on Mosul city — as it mentioned in
geographic and travel book — in addition to the chapters that tackle
geography in different books of Arab literature, geography and travels
exclusively.

The study consisted of a preface, four chapters and a conclusion as
well as appendies, drawings and maps. The preface tackled the word
(Mosul) as meaning and as a term and the opinions mentioned by
geographers and traveler about the reason behind naming the city and its
geographical, astronomical location, the motives behind its establishment
and its circumstances before the Islamic conquest. While chapter one
reviewed the political condition of the city and studying some of the
systems in the city like taxes. But chapter two included showing the
social, religious and scientific conditions in Mosul by studying the nature
and the traits of Mosul local people and the sects and races in Mosul as
well as reviewing the some traditions like visiting the tombs and making
vows in sacred places like mosques especially in religious occasions in
addition to studying the role of the city scientists and scholars in the
scientific and humanitarian fields including poetry, history, mathematics,
astronomy, chemistry, botany and music. Moreover, chapter three
emphasized the economic activities including agriculture and animal
wealth stating the climate of the city, the type of its soil, water resources
and the different industries it had and the functions of its markets. But
chapter four tackled the urbanism of the city including palace, castles,
towers, walls and gates connected to the city as well as religious
institutions like mosques and scientific institutions like schools in
addition to houses, shops and streets of the city as well as markets, khans,

public bathrooms, hospitals and finally cemeteries and sacred sites.



The importance of this study emerges from the unavailability of a
comprehensive study that dealt with the city as a whole and because the
previous papers and studies only tackled one aspect of the city through
the books of geography and travels.

The methodology the researched adopted in this study rests on text
induction, analyzing, comparing them and criticizing them. The study
concluded that the books of geography and travels were characterized —
in a certain books - by their details and definiteness and their specialty in
reviewing texts, but some of these sources had short texts, with a little
material as well as being general, but all the sources (books) reflected the
picture of Mosul city with details and events that are not available in the

historical references.
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