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Abstract

The agricultural sector in Iraq is an important economic sector although it
has been affected for a long time by natural, human and economic conditions in
addition to a policy that prevented the progress and development of this sector
despite the strategies followed to improve it but still has not reached the
preferred level. The contribution of agricultural gross domestic product (AGDP) to
the gross domestic product (GDP) remained weak, Which placed a burden since
this sector relied on oil revenues in the import of the production resources or
food for domestic consumption. Consequently, Iraq has become a market for the
disposal of capital goods of other countries resulting in a serious burden on the
Iragi economy and heavy debts as a result of the massive imports.

The research problem is that, despite the availability of agricultural
constituents in Iraq, this sector suffers from problems that make it not
commensurate with the size of agricultural production and the level of
development it represents. The importance of the research lies in revealing the
lack of agricultural production in Iraq to provide adequate food to meet the needs
of population that is growing at rates exceeding the rates of growth of agricultural
production. In view of that agriculture plays a great role in increasing the
production of other economic sectors, especially the industrial one, the failure of
agricultural production affected the rest of other sectors.

The study has also adopted the hypothesis that the agricultural production
in lraq is low as a result of a set of determinants that affected it. A group of
variables, vary in its effect, has been studied such as (capital and manpower used
in plant and livestock production, area of cultivated land, quantity of cereals used
in plant production, chemical technology, number of tractors, harvesters, animals,
quantity of vaccines, slaughtered poultry, amount of fodder and the political
variable of both plant and animal production) for the period ( from 1985 - to
2016)A.D. The study aims at knowing these determinants in the light of the data
available during a period of 32 years.



The research adopted two methods, the Descriptive method and the
Quantitative one to interpret its results. The two-stage least squares method has
been used and by using the multi linear regression method, and to make sure of
the validity of the results, the factor analysis has been used by the method of the
analysis of main components which gave the same results of the previous
analysis.

The study handled three chapters. The first topic of chapter one shows the
features of the agricultural sector. The second one explains the factors affecting
the agricultural production in the developing countries and the third one includes
the reference presentation and previous studies. Chapter two includes three
topics. The first one shows the reality of the agricultural sector in Irag. The second
one includes the importance and contribution of the agricultural sector to the
gross domestic product (GDP) in Irag. The third topic tackles the determinants of
agricultural production in Iraq. Chapter three involves the analysis and discussion
that showed the description of analysis model and its results.

The study has also led to a set of conclusions : the drought is one of the
determinants faced by Iraq, as well as the construction of dams by neighboring
countries resulted in a decrease in the quantity of water reaches Iraq leading to
the salinity of land and desertification to increase, which has badly affected the
land and reduced the quantity of production. More decrease in water level is
expected  especially in drought-prone areas such as Qadisiyah, Diyala and
Ninawa.

Iraqg has also relied on importing from different origins to meet the need of
tractors and harvesters but the increase in number of these agricultural
machinery has not directly affected the increase in number of the cultivated
areas, which means that this procedure was not the decisive factor in increasing
the cultivated areas, but there are other factors more influential . The apparent
negligence of the sector, the increase in the prices of agricultural resources such
as seeds and fertilizers, and the cost of production processes (such as tilling and
harvesting) have led to the reluctance of large numbers of farmers to work in the
agricultural sector searching for another source of income despite they belong to



the agricultural labor and received the agricultural allocations of seeds, fertilizers
and fuel sources selling them in the local markets as well as the negative
migration of farmers to the city. The gap between supply and demand for crops
increased due to the non-response of cultivated areas to the increase in
population, which leads to higher prices, especially at the times of scarcity forcing
to fill the shortage through importing, as well as the noticeable increase in the
number of illiterate people in the countryside, reaching up to half of the workers
in the agricultural sector of males and females because of the absence of the
strategies of literacy and negligence of adult education in Iraqg. As for the level of
animal production, the cost for (feed, veterinary medicines and vaccines) is high
and the government support is not at the level of ambition where livestock
requires large quantities of them to cover the need so these factors should be
taken into account and a support plan should be developed to reduce cost and
encourage increasing agricultural production.

In the light of this, the study presented a set of proposals including drawing up a
comprehensive plan of action to reduce drought and implement specific policies
for dealing with natural phenomena to be treated and rehabilitated, developing a
future plan for the optimal utilization of land under different climatic conditions ,
working on the development of forests with a focus on fast-growing species,
encouraging farmers to follow the methods that reduce the desertification by
cultivation of crops which increase the fertility of the soil such as legumes and
alfalfa, following the crop rotation system, encouraging and supporting industrial
activity in Iraqg to be able to produce the agricultural mechanization to achieve the
desired agricultural abundance to be in the hand of farmers for appropriate prices
to achieve the positive returns from the cultivation of strategic crops, working on
increasing the cultivated areas to avoid importing to meet the shortfall of
domestic consumption, which costs the country hard currency, and the provision
of agricultural commodities with the need to pay attention to all agricultural crops
without exception, especially fodder crops for the sake of the development of
Livestock, improving the standards of living and scientific level of farmers to
encourage them to continue agricultural work and gain scientific expertise in all
economic and social fields and to implement the Compulsory Education Law until



completing the primary study and obligate farmers to cultivate the quantities of
the seeds and fertilizers directly received from the state, and reduce the reverse
migration of farmers, as well as to develop a clear strategy for the development
of animal production supporting the activities that develop it as providing feed
through the use of agricultural land for the production of feed by contracting with
farmers to cultivate fodder crops in exchange for encouraging measures and
exempting the imported inputs for production from customs, especially those
that place a burden on breeders such as veterinary medicines and vaccines.
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