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Abstract

The role of Shafii scholars in the thinking movement is an important
issue which deserves to be studied due to their big role in the scientific
movement not only in Egypt but also in the whole Islamic world. They made
great contributions to various scientific areas besides their administrative
responsibilities. In the field of religious science there was among them
scholars in recitation, interpretation, jurisprudence as well as Arabic
language, history, geography, theology and Sufism. They have also
contributed to the study of Shafii juristic school, expanding it and spreading
it all over the Islamic world with an interest in authoring books on the
fundamentals of Shafii juristic school, publishing the authentic sources of
this school, holding forums etc. in order to study and teach this creed.

The title of the present paper is “The role of Shafii scholars in the
thinking movement in Egypt in the 3™ and 4™ Hijri centuries (9™ and 10"
A.D). The paper falls into an Introduction and Chapters.

The Introduction sheds light on the private life of Imam Shafii, his
movement to Egypt, and his death in there. It also states his sheikhs,
prominent students, publications, fundamentals of his school, its popularity
and the reason behind its popularity.

Chapter One deals with the Quranic science such as recitation and
interpretation since some Shafii scholars were interested in these two areas
and published a number of books. The Chapter also tackles the Hadith of
Prophet Mohammad and it seems that most of the Shafii scholars were
interested in this subject and have even become leading figures in this area.
The chapter includes section on jurisprudence as most of them were experts
in it. We tried to show their role in this field and we also listed the most

prominent teachers and students along with their books and juristic forums.

Chapter Two, however, deals with the Arabic language, history and
geography. It is clear that some Shafii scholars were experts in Arabic
linguistics and they had written both poetry and prose in this respects and
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books. We have also listed their sheikhs, students and books. As for history,
there was among them who specialized in this field as well as in geography.

Chapter Three is devoted to cognitive sciences such as theology and
Sufism. We mentioned the Shafii scholars who were interested in theology.
As for Sufism we tried to make a list of the Shafii scholars who studied it
and mentioned their sheikhs, students, books and their most famous
quotations in this respect.

The method followed in this study is to divide the study according to
sciences starting with religious sciences, recitation, interpretation, Hadith
and jurisprudent. After that we talk about humanitarian sciences such as
Arabic linguistics, history, geography. Thirdly, we deal with cognitive
sciences like theology, Sufism. We tried to write the biography of each
scholar according to field he specialized in. Since most of them specialized
in more than one area we had to talk about them in more than on section.
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