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Abstract

This study aims at investigating the problems of learning English
vocabulary of undergraduate students in the College of Education,
English language department. It is an attempt to spot the light on what
Iraqi learners usually face in their learning process of English vocabulary
during their university study. There are many cases when learners have a
lot to convey, but they aren’t able to express it because of their limited
knowledge of the target language vocabulary. Though improving one's
vocabulary is crucial, it might be challenging for non-native English

speakers.

The sample of the study is (100) seniors in the Department of English /
College of Education for Humanities, University of Mosul for the
academic year 2020-2021.To obtain data for this research a quantitative
research method was adopted , a self-reported questionnaire and a
diagnostic test was used as tools. The questionnaire is employed to gather
considerable, suggestive data and identify a wider range of vocabulary
learning problems such as pronouncing new words, words use, spelling
new words, idiomatic phrases or expressions, using the dictionary,
recognizing words, recognizing abbreviations in addition to
understanding the words from the context. The diagnostic test is
employed to test and diagnose the students’ problems in identifying
words pronunciation, words in context, word pairs, appropriate words
use, words spelling and language comprehension. The findings show that
Iraqi EFL university students have a variety of difficulties with
vocabulary, namely recognizing the meanings of new terms, using
unfamiliar words and phrases correctly, storing and recalling and writing
new vocabulary in addition to word use. The finding also indicates that

there isn’t a great difference between male and female students in facing



problems while learning English vocabulary implicitly during their
academic years in the English language department. The study suggests

some vocabulary learning strategies to avoid the problems that have been

mentioned above.
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