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Abstract

This study examines the concept of community service as an alternative to
custodial sentences. Its aim was to analyze this alternative as a penal
measure that strikes a balance between the interests of society and the
rehabilitation of offenders. The study highlights the theoretical and legal
framework of community—based penalties, examining their applications in
comparative legal systems, and analyzing the feasibility and effectiveness of

their implementation in the local context.

The study reviewed the relevant legal provisions and practices associated with
community service, focusing on the adverse effects of imprisonment, such as
overcrowding in prisons, economic costs, and the social and psychological
impacts on offenders. It also emphasized the role of community service in
enhancing offenders’ sense of responsibility towards society and in facilitating

their reintegration more effectively compared to imprisonment.

The study concluded that community service is a humane and rehabilitative
alternative to incarceration, aimed at rehabilitating the offender and
reintegrating them into society while avoiding the negative effects of
imprisonment on the individual and their family. It also contributes to the
community by utilizing the energies of offenders in beneficial work, thereby
allowing society to play an active role in the enforcement of the penalty

alongside the state.



The research concludes with a call for the cooperation of legislative, judicial,
and executive authorities to ensure the effective implementation of community
service penalties. This requires a clear definition of the responsibilities of each
authority and precise coordination among them to avoid overlapping tasks and

ensure the achievement of the intended goals of this alternative penalty.

Keywords: Custodial sentences, Community service penalty, Alternative

penalties.
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