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The Rhetoric of Syntactic Variation in the Narrations of a Single Hadith in Al-
Bukhari’s Sahih: The Book of Worship as a Case Study

Abstract: This study presents a rhetorical and analytical examination of the
phenomenon of syntactic variation in the narrations of a single hadith within the

Book of Worship in Imam Al-Bukhari’s Sahih. The primary objective is to explore

the rhetorical and semantic dimensions of this variation and its impact on

enriching meaning and reinforcing the objectives of Islamic law. The study adopts
a descriptive-analytical approach, complemented by a comparative method to
analyze different narrations of the same hadith. It relies on the primary texts of
Sahih Al-Bukhari, its commentaries, and both classical and contemporary
rhetorical references.

The study aims to: (1) establish the concept of syntactic variation linguistically and
technically, (2) analyze its patterns in the Book of Worship, (3) elucidate its
rhetorical purposes, and (4) highlight the relationship between syntactic variation

and the authenticity of hadith transmission (isnad). It is premised on the
hypothesis that syntactic variation is not merely a linguistic difference but a

rhetorical tool that enhances textual flexibility, adapts to diverse contexts, and
preserves the unity of the legal meaning.

The thesis is structured into an introduction, a preliminary chapter, two main
chapters, and a conclusion. The preliminary chapter establishes the theoretical
framework, addressing concepts such as rhetoric, syntactic variation, and the
significance of Sahih Al-Bukhari. The first chapter focuses on analyzing syntactic
variation in hadiths from the Book of Purification, including topics such as the
rulings of ablution (wudu), the virtue of starting with the right side (tayammum),
and the ruling on post-menstrual bleeding (istihada). The second chapter
examines the Book of Prayer, focusing on hadiths such as the virtue of
congregational prayer, the charity of Fitr (sadaqat al-Fitr), and the metaphor of
Medina as a purifying bellows.

Key findings include: (1) the distinctiveness of prophetic rhetoric, characterized

by diverse stylistic devices (e.g., concision, elaboration, simile, antithesis, and



emphasis) tailored to the recipients’ dispositions, (2) the contribution of syntactic
variation to enriching meanings and multiplying connotations without

compromising the legal meaning, (3) the link between authentic isnad and textual
integrity, which enhances rhetorical analysis, (4) the harmony between
grammatical and rhetorical elements in hadiths, underscoring the precision of the
Arabic language, and (5) the capacity of hadiths for rhetorical imagery (e.g.,
likening Medina to a bellows), which enhances comprehension and psychological
impact.

The study offers recommendations, including: (1) promoting interdisciplinary
studies integrating rhetoric with psychology and sociology, (2) fostering
connections between hadith sciences and rhetoric in academic research, (3)
conducting cross-cultural comparative studies to highlight the uniqueness of
prophetic rhetoric, and (4) reviving early rhetorical heritage through

contemporary commentaries.
This thesis addresses a research gap by providing a systematic rhetorical analysis

of syntactic variation in the Book of Worship, thereby deepening the

understanding of prophetic rhetoric as a rich source of linguistic and humanistic

knowledge. It reaffirms the status of the Prophetic Sunnah as a beacon of
guidance and inspiration across generations.
Translation Notes:
e The translation adheres to academic standards, ensuring precision and
fidelity to the original Arabic text.
e Technical terms (e.g., isnad, tayammum, istihada) are transliterated and
explained where necessary to maintain clarity for an English-speaking
audience.

e The structure and tone reflect the formal, scholarly style of the original,
preserving its scientific rigor



