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ABSTRACT

Arabic language dictionaries are among the most important fields of knowledge
that reflect the evolution of linguistic thought among the Arabs, particularly in relation
to the etymology of words and tracing them back to their original semantic roots. One
of the most prominent linguists who theorized the concept of derivation from a
foundational perspective based on the study of roots and primary meanings is Ibn
Faris (d. 395 AH). This is clearly manifested in his renowned dictionary Maqayis al-
Lugha, in which he elaborated what is now known as the "theory of semantic
derivation." This theory is based on the principle that there exists a single, shared
semantic origin from which various derived meanings emerge.

Although the idea of derivation had been partially proposed by earlier scholars
such as Ibn Durayd, it was Ibn Faris who first formulated it with methodological
precision, which made him the true founder of this trend in Arabic lexicographic
authorship. What distinguishes his approach is his attempt to trace words—despite the
divergence of their meanings—back to a common semantic root, based on the
assumption that the Arabic language functions through a well-structured system of
meaning generation from roots.

My supervisor Dr. Idris Suleiman Mustafa, suggested that I study the
derivations that Ibn Faris left unexplained, under the title: “Rationalizing Analogical
Derivations Based on Concrete Nouns in Maqayis al-Lugha by Ibn Faris (d. 395
AH).” This thesis is divided into an introduction, two chapters, and a conclusion. The
introduction provides definitions of the key terms of the title, both linguistically and
terminologically, along with a brief discussion of the concept of ism al-dhat (proper
noun/concrete noun) and the sensory faculties through which entities are perceived. It
also includes a short background on Ibn Faris and his dictionary Maqayis al-Lugha.

The body of the thesis comprises two main chapters,The first chapter is dedicated to
analyzing the derivations related to the visual sense, due to the abundance of roots
connected to it. This chapter is divided into two sections: The first section focuses on
essential roots related to vision, And the second section deals with accidental
attributes perceived through the sense of sight.

The second chapter covers the remaining senses, divided into two sections as well:
The first addresses the sense of touch, And the second section includes the sense of
hearing, smell, and taste.
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