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Abstract

The matter of protecting the political rights of minorities has become
the primary criterion for exposing the country's credibility by adhering to
international laws and covenants, especially after this issue has proven a
global dimension and i1s no longer an internal issue in which the
international community stands by. The definition of the meaning of
minorities may differ according to the angle of view, and for this reasons

founded several criteria to define it, which contribute in addition to that to

distinguish it from all the similarities and terms.

The international community has endeavored to protect the rights of
minorities in general and political in particular through its legal texts
represented by the convention and international treaties and the
international mechanisms that derive from it that monitor states in the
extent of their commitment to the obligations imposed by international
texts, whether at the legislative or executive or judicial level. At the
national level, states are trying to make their internal procedures
compatible with the obligations imposed by international law, and in this
regard they issue legislation and build institutions and direct them in a
direction that promotes respect and protection of minority rights.
Therefore, the issue of providing legal protection for the political rights of
minorities and enabling them to exercise their rights is one of the most
important issues worthy of research and study, especially since most of
the countries of the world today are multi-ethnic and multi-national

countries that include various minorities from religious, linguistic, ethnic,

and so on.

Iraq is an ideal case for studying this issue, because of the diverse

religious, national, and ethnic minorities it has. Therefore, the



Constitution of the Republic of Iraq of 2005 sought to respect this
pluralism through the provisions it contained regarding minorities and
ensuring their participation in political life. However, the presence of the
constitutional text is not sufficient to say that minorities enjoy their
political rights. It requires legislative intervention and institutional action
that strengthens the application of constitutional texts, which was the
subject of the juristic and legal dispute. On the international level, the
issue of protecting the political rights of minorities has been the focus of
attention of the Republic of Iraq through its ratification and signature of
many international agreements related to the protection of minority rights,
and through reports submitted to the relevant international committees in
the context of demonstrating its efforts to protect and respect the rights of
minorities in accordance with international standards, whether Reports on
the actuality of minorities that he submitted to the Human Rights
Committee, or to the Committee on the Elimination of Racial
Discrimination in addition to his participation in three sessions of the first
universal periodic review in 2011, the second 2014 and the third 2019. In
return, a total of a number of recommendations and observations on the
extent to which minorities enjoy their political rights in Iraq and the

strengths and deficiencies in this context.
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