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Abstract

Praise be to Allah Who has taught the man what he does not know; pray and
peace be upon the messenger of Allah upon him the revelation, amongst six
thousand two hundred and thirty two ayahs, was started with Allah’s saying
((Read! In the Name of your Lord Who has created (all that exist). He has
created man from a clot (a piece of thick coagulated blood). Read! And your
Lord is the Most Gracious)); pray and peace be upon the prophet’s family, his
companions and those who followed them with benevolence till the Judgement
Day.

The most honorable thing to which the high- aspiring determination directed
1s questing, investigating, considering, pondering over the knowledge and pursuing
its way which leads to happiness in both this life and the Hereafter. It is significant
that the researchers are interested in the historical studies related to the intellectual
movement because they are relatively few. In spite of the works in the intellectual
movement, the intellectual movement is regarded the original source for the
historical material through biographies. Early, in the first half of the of the third
century of Hijra, some authors named their authored books in biographies as
Tareekh (History). This was done by Al-Bukhary ( died in 256 A.H./ 870 A.D.) to
his books (Al-Tareekh Al-Kabeer) and (Al-Tareekh Al-Awsat) of biographies; also
Ibn Abi Khaithama (276 A.H. / 889 A.D.) named his book of biographies as (Al-
Tareekh Al-Kabeer) and some authors followed suit.

For this reason, the researcher intended to write his dissertation about
revealing the book of one of those great authors who is Ibn Abd Al-Ber Al-
Qurtuby the author of (Jami’ Bayan Al-‘Ilm) due to the importance of his book in
these studies since he compiled the works of those who preceded him and affected
the works of those who followed him.

It 1s imperative to say that Ibn Abd Al-Ber is the pioneer of writing in the
subject of showing the priority of knowledge and the propriety of its mastery and
narration. Some scholars had written in this subject before Ibn Abd Al-Ber did
such as Abu Khaithama Zuhair Bin Harb Al-Nasaa’i ( died in 276 A.H. / 889 A.
D.) who wrote “ Kitab Al-‘Ilm”, Ibn Abi Al-Dunya ( died in 281 A.H./ 894 A.D.)
who wrote “ Makarim Al-Akhlaaq”, Abi Bakr Al-Dainoori ( died in 333A.H./ 944



A.D.) who wrote “Al-Mujalasa wa Jawahir Al-‘Ilm”, Al-Tabarani (died in
360A.H./971A.D.) who wrote ‘“Makarim Al-Akhlaq”, Al-Ajari (died in
360A.H./971A.D.) who wrote “Akhlaaq Al-‘Ulamaa’ ” and Abi Hilal Al-Askari
( died after 390A.H./ 999A.D.) who wrote “ Al Hath Ala Talab Al-‘Ilm wa Al-
"Ijtihad fi Jam’ihi” .

Ibn Abd Al-Ber is regarded the first one who has gathered everything related
to this science of which all the authors who came after him copied them, depended
on him and no one of them whether tried to write in showing the priority of
knowledge , its ranks or the propriety of mastering it was able to manage without
making use of his efforts. Accordingly, the researcher has chosen this book
because of its importance where the books before this one were parts of Hadith or
special issues related to the priority of knowledge or urging to quest it and so on.
Ibn Abd Al-Ber has gathered the material related to knowledge and arranged them
according to sections and gave each section of his book a title quoted from the
hadith texts. He used his critical style to criticize the narrators through narrating
the hadiths, stories, and the historical texts supported by his own sanads so that the
texts in his book are authenticated and accurate including historical materials
related to administration, governors, judges and holy battles’ dates and he refers to
that when the scholars participate in these battles.

The book includes materials related to city planning when he mentions the
tribes and parentage. The importance of this book is assigned to its usage as a
reference by the succeeding writers in addition to including the materials that show
the importance of the other sciences such geography, history, ethnology,
translation, medicine, engineering, mathematics and astronomy for the Legal
knowledge student just like the importance of studying the Islamic Law for him
referring that the legal knowledge has the priority over these sciences.

The study comprises three chapters. Chapter one reviews the era of Ibn Abd
Al-Ber and his life starting with the political situations in the fifth century of Hijra
then the scientific life in Andalucia and the most prominent aspects of the scientific
life. Section two displayed his life, name, birth, family, scholars, pupils, journeys,
works, scientific status and then his death.



Chapter two studies the book and Ibn Abd Al-Ber’s method. Section one
discussed the title of the book, its meaning, manuscripts, editions and the reasons
of its authoring whereas section two investigates his method and style, the
characteristics of his method in observing the sanad, summarization, brevity,
practicing the criticism , analysis of the texts and arranging the materials according
to the subjects. Section three tackles the assessment of the book and its importance.

Chapter three is the pivot of the study since it deals with references. This
chapter is of four sections; the first one examines the written references including
the books of interpretation, Hadith, the companions, the Narrators, history, stories,
literature, collections of poems and his own written references. Section two
reviews the oral references in hadith, history, stories, literature and then his
unknown references. His scholars in the oral references have been divided into two
parts according to the chain of narration :

a. Those who frequently narrated from the companions, the successors and the
followers of the successors i.e. those who narrated six narrations or more.
They have been introduced in the body of this study after dividing them into
classes .

b. Those who are less the above mentioned in narration i.e. those who narrated
(1-5) narrations. Special tables have been set to show the narrations and the
quotations of each one of those narrators.

Section three deals with the direct scholars of Ibn Abd Al-Ber and section four
talks about the ways of taking lessons by means of books. This is divided into two
parts the first: expressing the source of transmitting from the direct scholars to Ibn
Abd Al-Ber including hearing the exact utterances of the scholar, reading in front
of the scholar, handing over, permission, finding, writing down, informing,
recommendation; the second part : forms of transmitting and documentation
including verbatim transmitting and free transmitting.
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