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Abstract

Congratulation is defined as the act of expressing pleasure at another person’s
success or good occasion. The present study is an investigation of the socio
pragmatic aspects of English and Arabic congratulation expressions in social
media. The problem of the study lies in the fact that different linguistic expressions
of congratulation are offered by English and Arabic, since each language has its
own expressions which differ linguistically and culturally from the other.
Moreover, there are certain sociolinguistic variables which affect the use of such
expressions in each language. Any violation or misinterpretation of congratulation

expressions in any language may cause communication failure.

The primary purpose of this study is to investigate whether the social variables
like religion, culture, gender, age and social status affect the use of congratulation
expressions or not. The study also aims to see how pragmatics can be of use in
understanding meanings implied in such expressions through knowing the
sociolinguistic variables affecting the use of these expressions . To achieve these
aims, the study hypothesizes that culture affects highly the use of congratulation
expressions in English and Arabic. Also, religion has an important role in using
congratulation expressions in English and Arabic. Furthermore, each gender (male/
female) uses different congratulation expressions. In addition, age of the
commenter affects the style used in offering congratulation expressions. And social
status ( high/ low) affects the choice of congratulation expressions. Finally,

congratulations are pragmatically expressive of some implied meanings.

The data of the study are based on 105 comments taken from social media such

as Facebook, Instagram and Twitter by users from English and Arabic societies.



The analysis of the study is based on five sociolinguistic variables : religion,

culture, gender, age and social status .

It is found that religion has a great impact on congratulation expressions. For
example: Arab people use special congratulation expressions quoted from Holy
Quran. On the other hand, Christian people use expressions taken from Bible. In
addition, it is found that culture greatly affects the use of congratulation
expressions. English people use some congratulation expressions which differ from
that used by Arab people. Furthermore, gender and age also affect the use of these
expressions. Social status influences greatly congratulation expressions, and
sometimes causes misunderstanding or misinterpretation. Finally, it is found that
pragmatics has a great role in detecting some implied meanings in congratulation
expressions through which some sociolinguistic variables , such as religion,

culture, gender, age, and social status can be recognized .
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