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Abstract

The upbringing and education of the imported Mamluks (al-Ajlab)
is one of the important and fascinating topics in the history of Islamic
civilization. These warriors played a prominent role in the development
of Islamic societies and enriched both political and military life, in
response to the diverse needs of that era. A specialized system was
developed for the upbringing and education of the imported Mamluks,
which contributed to shaping their identity and enhancing their leadership

and military skills.

This study explores the educational and organizational dimensions
adopted by the Mamluk Sultans in their meticulous preparation and the
specific pedagogical methods used to raise a new generation of young
Mamluks. It also highlights how their personalities were rebuilt,
transforming them into devout young men, conscious of God's boundaries
and capable warriors who could endure and remain steadfast on the
battlefield. The research will review the organization, goals, and
educational methods implemented at the time, and examine the impact of
this upbringing on the formation of the Mamluks' personalities in the
political, religious, cultural, and social fields. It also discusses how many
of them rose to high leadership positions, contributing to the formation of

new political classes that led Egyptian society for several centuries

From this standpoint, it is essential to shed light on the most
important historical sources that dealt with this phenomenon, while
attempting to present a comprehensive vision of the effects of education
and upbringing on the imported Mamluks and on society as a whole. This

study also aspires to provide an academic contribution that enriches
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historical thought and deepens the understanding of the nature of social

and political relations in the Islamic world during the medieval period.

In order to ensure the comprehensiveness of this study, to address
all 1ts aspects, and to cover them through research and analysis, the topic

has been divided into three main chapters.

The first chapter focuses on how the Mamluks were purchased, the
role of merchants and sultans in acquiring them, the methodology of their
training and education, and the process of character-building, with an
emphasis on scientific and moral preparation. It also explores the
allocation of special living quarters for them, and the construction of
multi-tiered fortresses and castles away from public areas in Egypt. This
chapter discusses the stages of military training, the instillation of a sense
of soldierly duty from an early age, equestrian training, and the

cultivation of the spirit of chivalry and jihad in their hearts

The second chapter addresses two key aspects. The first is the early
military life of the Mamluks, including training methods, the types of
weapons and armor they used, their military uniforms, and their
development into elite fighters. It also discusses their role in safeguarding
the sultans and protecting their thrones, as well as building a capable

Mamluk army to defend the people and the state.

The first part of the second chapter covers the weapons used by the
Mamluk army, such as swords, spears, bows, daggers, knives, and steel

armor, as well as the distinctive clothing of the Mamluk warrior.

The second part of the second chapter delves into the political
aspect of the imported Mamluks' lives, their integration into politics, and
their active role in pivotal political changes in Egypt. It also explores how
they thwarted conspiracies and coups, and how some of them rose to

positions of power and influenced the political scene of the state
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The third chapter addresses the cultural and architectural aspects of the
Mamluks. It presents the educational and upbringing centers that focused
on the development of the imported Mamluks, including mosques,
schools, and ribats, which were supported by sultans, princes, merchants,
and wealthy individuals. The chapter also explores the unique
architectural styles of these institutions and how they reflected the

cultural image of Islamic architecture during that period.
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