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Abstract
This study aims at investigating the Iraqi EFL learners' ability at the

University of Mosul to recognize polysemous words in English along with
identifying these learners' discriminations between the various meanings of
English polysemous words in English: core and peripheral meanings. It also
aims at examining whether the Iraqi EFL learners face or encounter
difficulties with polysemous words used in unusual contexts. It also aims at
exploring their ability on the recognition level of polysemous words. To
achieve the aims of the present study, the following hypotheses have been
posed:

1. As far as Iraqi students of English are concerned, most of Iraqi EFL
learners concentrate only on the core, or the common meaning of the
word, but not the peripheral meanings. (See 5.1)

2. The learners' recognition differs according to their familiarity with
the different meanings of the words beside their difficulty and other
factors.

3. There are differences between males and females in the colleges
understudy as far as recognition level is concerned and finally

4. There are differences between students of the College of Education
for Humanities and the College of Basic Education in respect of the
recognition level of polysemous words.

The procedure followed involves a theoretical presentation of polysemy
and its relation with homonymy and review of some previous studies, then
administrating a diagnostic test to a limited number of Iraqi EFL learners
from the College of Education for Humanities and the College of Basic
Education chosen randomly in order to collect actual data in recognizing
polysemous words. Finally, analysis and discussion of the results are
conducted depending on specific statistical analysis. The statistical methods
which are used in analyzing the learners' responses are the percentage

formula and the 7 Test. The comparison was held among male and female
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students of each college separately and then a comparison between the
students of the two colleges was made. The conclusions arrived at validate
the hypothesis that most of Iraqi EFL Learners concentrate on the core
meaning, but not the peripheral meanings. It is also concluded that there are
differences among male and female students of the two colleges concerning
the recognition level of the second question depending on the Z Test

formula.
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