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Abstract

Code-switching is a common phenomenon, especially in
multilingual and multicultural environments. Code-switching is used in
ELT classrooms by either the teachers or the students in their discussions.
Although many educators oppose it, it is necessary to have at least a basic
awareness of the functions of switching from foreign language to learners'
native language, as well as the reasons for doing so. This knowledge
would give language teachers a greater grasp of how it is used in the
classroom, which could, in turn, lead to productive instruction by either

eliminating or dominating its use during foreign language teaching.

The aims of this study are to investigate whether teachers use code-
switching medium between English-Arabic, and if they do so, do they use
it randomly or systematically? Also, it aims to find out why do teachers
switch, in other words, to investigate the functions and motives of it.
Moreover, it aims to examine the effect of teachers' code-switching on the
learners and whether it affects negatively or positively their performance.
Finally, it aims to investigate the impressions and beliefs of learners and
teachers towards code-switching medium used by the teachers in the EFL

classes in the University of Mosul.

The participants are twenty English teachers who are chosen
randomly from University of Mosul (College of Education for
Humanities and College of Arts), as well as students (N= 209) from the
same colleges (first and third Grade). The researcher adopts the tools of
questionnaire and observation. The study results state that code-switching
is used in certain teaching situations and for certain functions. In
conclusion, the study has found out that both the teachers and the students
have positive attitudes towards switching to Arabic used by the teachers

in EFL classes.
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