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‘( Abstract

)

This thesis, entitled "Semantic Development in Al-Muhkam wa-
I-Muhit al-A°‘zam by Ibn Sidah (d. 458 AH) from the Sixth Part to
the End of the Book: A Study and a Lexicon," explores the
phenomenon of semantic development in this major lexicographic work.
Methodological considerations required dividing the thesis into two main
chapters, preceded by an introduction and a preface. In the preface, we
briefly addressed the key terms of the title in three parts: the first
presented a short biography of Ibn Sidah and his works; the second
introduced Al-Muhkam; and the third explained the concept of semantic
development both linguistically and terminologically. The first main
chapter was dedicated to the theoretical and analytical study, divided into
two sections. The first section examined semantic development in the
Arabic language—its causes, features, and three primary domains: shift,
specification, and generalization. The second section consisted of applied
analytical research based on texts from the final five parts of Al-Muhkam,
focusing on instances of semantic development. It was organized into
three areas: the first analyzed examples of semantic shift and its methods
and forms; the second focused on semantic specification; and the third
examined semantic generalization.

The second chapter presents the Lexicon of Semantic
Development, which we compiled and documented based on texts
containing words that underwent semantic change across the three
domains: shift, specification, and generalization. The lexicon is organized
alphabetically according to standard lexicographic order and is preceded
by an introduction outlining our methodology in its compilation. In
arranging the entries, we followed a criterion based on the frequency of
occurrence in the source texts—beginning with semantic shift, followed
by specification, and then generalization. The thesis concludes with a
summary of the most significant findings of the study, followed by a
bibliography of the sources consulted, arranged in the following order:
academic theses and dissertations, printed books, then journals,
periodicals, and collected works. Given the nature of the topic, the study
employed a descriptive-historical methodology.
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