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Abstract

The relations among the countries of the Islamic world during the
historical ages were characterized by a continuous communication and the
exchange of cultural influences in the various fields of life making them a
single union despite the fact that some groups of these countries tried many
times to separate through establishing small states that mherit their rule

whether m the Abbasid period or 1n the eras that followed it.

Egypt, in the first Mamluk period, was the center of civilization that
attract the attention of the Muslims especially scientists, religious scholars,
academic researchers, travelers and merchants. This importance came
after the occupation of Baghdad by the Moguls and the fall of the Abbasid
Caliphate in the year (656 AH/ 1258 AD) which made the cultural appear
to fade away for a period of time. Since the Islamic civilization was genuine
and regenerative, Egypt was very active 1n this aspect with the existence of
that exchange of the influences of civilization between it and their visitors
from all over the Islamic countries; especially those coming from the
Islamic Maghreb and Sub-Saharan Africa. Some of these wvisitors settled
there and some of them returned home, bringing with them their
observations and notes and sciences they acquired to share m ther
countries, besides the sciences they brought with them to Egypt mn the

different fields of knowledge that enriched life in Egypt in general.

The object of this thesis 1s an analytical and perspective study for an
important period of historical periods which the Islamic nation underwent
under the attacks which consecuted on it by Mongols and Crusaders, so
the Islamic civilization hold out in Egypt against these attacks and it nurse
the scientists, science students and the experts i management industry

agriculture, Building and others from everywhere, including the Islamic



Meghrib, Sub-Saharan Africa and reacted with them and their countries,
So 1t gave and took in different civiian fields, to up-life the Islamic
cwvilization in Egypt, Islamic Meghrib and sub-Sahara Africa towards freer

d4CCeSS.

As for the main objective behind choosing this topic (The Influences
of Civilization Among Egypt, the Islamic Maghreb and Africa in the First
Mamluk Period) is to shed light on the important roles that Egypt has
played mn the different aspects of life like 1its distinctive cultural activity in
leading the Islamic world in the time of political and cultural vacuum 1n the
East at that time. Despite the fact that most of the previous studies focused
on the political situation, relations and intersections among the Islamic
countries, especially m the Islamic Maghreb and their reflections on the
cultural communication among the Islamic countries besides the forced
displacement of Muslims from Andalusia at the hands of the Spaniards

and the decline of Muslim rule in Granada. This with regard to the Islamic

Maghreb.

Wrt the Islamic Meghreb or Islamic west as 1t 1s named by many
researchers and both naming's are correct, it includes the Meghreb
countries which spanned Burga and Tripoli to the coasts of the Atlantic
Ocean, besides Andulus which 1s the Islamic existence ebbed m 1t at that
age so 1t was shorted on Granada kingdom, as it will be clarified in the

mtroduction.

As for about the reason inclusion Africa within studying it to relation
Africa with Islamic world in common and with Egypt and Islamic Maghreb
specially, this relation who attempt much from westerners authors that to
separate within hierarchy Christianization attack i continent this from one

side and to see much to Africa m the capacity of case political and



cwvilizational apart from the Islamic world who 1s near from 1t to

represented Egypt and Islamic Maghreb from the other side.

The designation of Africa contained in the title of this dissertation
refers to the Africa (south of sub-Sahara) including all its eastern, middle
and western parts with all its various political entities, in addition to district
eastern from continent Naoba and Habasha and entities who to be based
founded mn 1it, that did not have any choice but to mteract with Egypt

culturally to live and improve continuously.

The writer of this dissertation has faced many difficulties among
which 1s his mability to get a number of documents and contracts,
especially marriage document m the Museum of Islamic Art i Cairo
because of the strict procedures done by the principles of the museum. So
that he copied some of the document that he found in Karam Alsawy Baz

book entitled (Mamalik Al-Naoba in the Mamluk Period).

The dissertation 1s divided mto an introduction and four chapters.
The introduction tackled the geographical framework for the study m
which the location of Egypt in the first Mamluk period 1s identified as well
as the Islamic Maghreb which mcludes the Maghreb countries ruled by
three states at that time m addition to Andalusia represented by Granada
the last stronghold of Muslims there which was ruled by Bani Al-Ahmar.
The geographical area for Sub-Saharan Africa has been located south of

Egypt and the Moroccan countries.

The first chapter deals with the cultural communication and the
exchange of influences among Egypt , the Islamic Maghreb ( Morocco and
Andalusia), and Africa (south of sub-Sahara) through the Islamic ages mn
which the researcher has revealed the most important aspects that Egypt

has exchanged the influences by taking and giving, and in most cases Egypt



was more effective than the others especially i first Islamic Ages that
followed the operations of the Islamic conquest in the Islamic Maghreb

and Africa (south of sub-Sahara).

The second chapter 1s the first, important cornerstone for the
dissertation 1 which the researcher tackles the influences between Egypt
and the Islamic Maghreb in the first age of Mamluk which 1s divided nto
five sections that are the administrative, the social, the economic, the
cultural, and the architect. The administrative section included mfluences
m the fields of administrative systems, justice, and feudalism. The social
section mcludes a number of mfluences that deal with customs, traditions,
garments, and any other everyday activity. The economic section centers
contained the mfluences exchange n the fields of agriculture, industry, and
trade. The cultural section 1s generally considered the most important of
the sections in which most of the influences exchange occurred. And this is
due to the active scientific movement for both sides; Egypt and Maghreb,
and the researcher represented in this chapter the most important fields
that the cultural influences include as well as the translations of a number
of scholars who participated 1n transforming these influences. The architect
section deals with the mfluences concerned with mosques i terms of
patterns and models of architecture, as well as schools and other Islamic

monuments.

The third chapter, which 1s considered the second cornerstone of
the dissertation, deals with the mfluences that happened among Egypt, the
Islamic Maghreb, and Africa (south of sub-Sahara) during the first age of
Mamluk. This chapter 1s divided into the same section as chapter two, and
the researcher tackles the fields that include the influences exchange which
1s dominated by the Egyptian influence mostly. In the administrative field

Africa (south of sub-Sahara) appears to have the most important influence



especially in the administrative systems of the position of the Sultanate and
janitorial job, the judiciary and the extent to which they are affected by the
construction and military fields. In the social section the exchangeable
mfluences in the fields of traditions, marriage, costumes, meals, carnivals,
and other celebrations are included. In the economic section the
researcher tackles the agricultural and industrial andcommercial aspects.
The cultural section mcludes the most important sciences by which Africa
(south of sub-Sahara) 1s affected mostly and the role of Al-Azhar mosque in
this influence which includes the linguistic and dogmatic sciences and
syntax also. In the architect field attention 1s focused on the construction of

houses and schools and the most important ways of the Islamic arts.

The fourth chapter reveals the ways through which the cultural
influences were transformed between kgypt on the one hand, and the
Islamic Maghreb and Africa (south of sub-Sahara) on the other. Among
these ways 1s the establishing of embassies between these countries as they
were related to the political relations with the rulers of other countries that
revealed the extent to which they are related to the other fields. Besides
most of these embassies were paving the way for official motorcades
pilgrimages, and then the trips which were mitially pilgrimage trips. These
trips continued to go through Egypt i the first Mamluk period and the
following periods. The researcher shows the most important of these ways
that pilgrims have gone through, and then the commercial trips and their
role in transforming these influences and the most important trade ways
that connected Egypt on the one hand with the Islamic Maghreb and
Africa (south of sub-Sahara) on the other. As for the seeking knowledge
trips they were the most important and distinctive factors that helped
transforming influences, especially the scientific knowledge and cultural
influences. Geographical trips, on the other hand, played an important role
m transforming the 1mage of these countries and societies through the

e



stories that travelers tell in that age. Then comes the scientific texts and
books that moved between them and which transformed with them various
scientific influences. In the end, the role of migrations, whether individual
or collective, mcluding transforming influences particularly those with
social nature. These ways contribute m transforming the Islamic culture
among these countries and regions and then they were spread into the

Islamic societies of these spots.

The conclusion deals with the most mmportant findings and

recommendations that are found 1n this dissertation.
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