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Abstract

Idioms are a type of multiple word units which are largely
figurative in nature and widely used in languages. In fact, the level of
command of idioms serves as an important indicator of language
proficiency. Many non-native learners of English do their best to be
fluent and have native-like proficiency; this entails a good mastery of
multiple words expression in general and idioms in particular. Perhaps
the most difficult part in learning idioms for L2 learners is learning both
literal and idiomatic meanings of these expressions.

The present research attempts to investigate the effect of using
KWL and Semantic Map strategies on students' understanding of English
unfamiliar idioms and identify the strategies they employ in processing
these idioms while they are exposed to the written materials. A sample
was randomly chosen from the second—year students at the Department of
English (College of Education/University of Mosul) during the academic
year 2012-2013. The sample consisted of 39 students distributed over two
groups. The first group, i.e. experimental group one, consisted of 19
students was taught idioms by the KWL strategy, whereas the second
group i.e. experimental group two consisted of 20 students was taught
idioms by the Semantic Map strategy. Equating procedures were used to
equalize the two groups in terms of several non-experimental variables.
The "Pre-test — Post-test: two treatments design" was employed in the
research. To achieve the aims of the present research the following
hypotheses were posed:

1. There is no statistically significant difference between the mean
scores of the first experimental group and the second experimental
group in their achievements in the post-test.

2. There is no statistically significant difference in the mean scores of
the first experimental group from the pre-test to post-test.

3. There 1s no statistically significant difference in the mean scores of
the second experimental group from the pre-test to post-test.



4. There is no statistically significant difference between the ratios of
the first experimental group and the second experimental group in
the strategies guessing questionnaire.

The researcher prepared the requirements of the study, viz.
specifying the teaching materials, formulating the behavioral objectives,
and preparing the lesson plans for both groups of the research. Since the
present research requires preparation of three tools, the researcher has
designed an idiom familiarity questionnaire, idioms test to measure
students' knowledge of idioms and a questionnaire to identify the
strategies used by the subjects to infer the meaning of unfamiliar idioms.

The application of the experiment began on the 1%, April, 2013 and
ended on 30", April, 2013, i.e. it lasted for four weeks, two lectures a
week for each group to be the sum total of eight lectures for each group.

After weeks of teaching, the results revealed that the fourth
hypothesis has been verified while the other three have been rejected.
Based on the findings obtained, a number of recommendations and
suggestions have been provided.
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