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Abstract of the Thesis

Imam Al-Nawawi’s Hadith Efforts in Al-Athkar Book: An Overview & Study

This thesis is entitled “Imam Al-Nawawi’s Hadith Efforts in Al-Athkar: A
Presentation & Study.” It aims to highlight the Hadith-related aspects of
narration, understanding, and criticism in Imam Al-Nawawi’s Al-Athkar by
examining his methodology in explaining unfamiliar Hadith terminology (Gharib
Al-Hadith), applying Hadith terminology, discussing narrator criticism and
accreditation (Al-Jarh wa Al-Ta‘deel), and evaluating Hadith authenticity.

The thesis begins with an introduction that explains the significance and status
of the Prophetic Sunnah as the second source of Islamic legislation, while
emphasizing the efforts of Muslim scholars in preserving and studying it
throughout the centuries. Among the most prominent of these scholars is
Imam Al-Nawawi, one of the leading Shafi‘i scholars and the author of Al-
Athkar.

The study then addresses its main research problem, namely identifying Imam
Al-Nawawi’s methodology in Al-Athkar, examining his contributions to the
various sciences of Hadith, and assessing the accuracy of his judgments
concerning Hadith reports.

The research adopts a critical methodology based on analysis and inductive
investigation in order to uncover the foundations of Imam Al-Nawawi’s Hadith
approach and to evaluate the precision of his judgments regarding Hadiths and
narrators.

The thesis is organized as follows:

Preliminary Chapter: Imam Al-Nawawi’s biography, his scholarly life, and his
methodology in Al-Athkar.

Chapter One: Gharib Al-Hadith in Al-Athkar.

Chapter Two: Hadith terminology and Al-Nawawi’s methodology in
authenticating and acting upon Hadiths.

Chapter Three: Al-Jarh wa Al-Ta‘deel and his judgments concerning narrators.



Chapter Four: A study of the Hadiths that Imam Al-Nawawi classified as
acceptable or weak.

The critical approach of the study is reflected in tracing the Hadith texts cited in
Al-Athkar and analyzing Imam Al-Nawawi’s method of dealing with them in
terms of source verification (takhreej), authentication, classification, and
evaluation. It also examines the extent to which he adhered to the views of the
early hadith authorities. Furthermore, the study compares Al-Nawawi’s
judgments with those of major Hadith critics in order to identify points of
agreement and disagreement and to explain their underlying reasons.

The methodology also involves examining the hadith terms employed by Imam
Al-Nawawi, such as sahih (authentic), hasan (good), and dha‘eef (weak), while
assessing the precision of his usage of these classifications.

The thesis concludes by demonstrating Imam Al-Nawawi’s distinguished
scholarly status, highlighting his precision in transmitting and evaluating
Hadiths, and showing the richness of Al-Athkar in Hadith-related discussions,
which makes it an important reference in the field of Hadith Studies.
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