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Abstract

This paper examines and critically studies the manuscript titled "Selected
Judgments of Hilal and Al-Khassaf" by Chief Judge Abu Al-Thana’ Mahmoud
bin Ahmad Jamal Al-Din Al-Qunawi Al-Dimashqi Al-Hanafi (d. 771 AH). The
study is based on three complementary handwritten copies of the manuscript.
This work is considered one of the most important contributions to the
jurisprudence of Islamic endowments (wagf) according to the Hanafi school of
thought, founded by Imam Abu Hanifa Al-Nu'man (d. 150 AH). The manuscript
draws its significance from its reliance on two foundational texts with high
standing among scholars of Islamic jurisprudence: Ahkam Al-Wagf by Hilal Al-
Ra’y (d. 245 AH) and Ahkam Al-Awqaf by Abu Bakr Al-Khassaf (d. 261 AH).
Furthermore, the author, Al-Qunawi, held a prominent position as a judge, jurist,
theologian, and scholar, with notable works such as A/-Zubda and Al-Mu 'tamad.

This research highlights the manuscript in a new, accessible format,
contributing to contemporary libraries and shedding light on scholars, their
works, and efforts. It connects the present with the nation's illustrious past to
build a promising future, providing authentic texts to address emerging issues
and align new branches of study with established principles. Moreover, the
research explores the utility of wagf jurisprudence in social and economic
reform by fostering individual identity and community belonging. Endowments
have historically left a significant mark on public life.

The study follows a structured approach, consisting of an introduction,
two chapters, a conclusion, and supplementary materials. It is divided into two
main sections: a study and critical examination using a descriptive, analytical,
inductive, and comparative methodology. Chapter one, focusing on the study, is
divided into five topics:The first three topics cover a biographical study of the
author, Al-Qunawi, and the two foundational scholars, Hilal Al-Ra’y and Al-
Khassaf, addressing their works and methodologies, including a comparative
analysis of their texts and principles. The fourth topic investigates the
manuscript, with four subtopics. The fifth topic outlines the methodology used
in the study and manuscript editing, including a comprehensive description of
the handwritten copies used and an analysis of wagf jurisprudence. Concerning
chapter two, it presents the critically edited text of the manuscript. It employs an
investigative method based on transcription, comparison, authentication,
analysis, and annotation when necessary. The study identifies and traces 389
selected issues in the manuscript: 306 issues (17.5%) originate from Hilal Al-
Ra’y’s Ahkam Al-Wagqf, which contains 1,758 issues, and 83 issues (5%) from
Al-Khassaf’s Ahkam Al-Awqaf, which contains 1,753 issues. As for conclusion,
the study concludes with key findings and recommendations to support similar
projects. The supplementary materials include indices and a comprehensive list
of sources and references.

Keywords: jurisprudence, rulings, study, investigation, selection, endowment,
Hilal, Khassaf, Qunawi.



