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abstract

Abstract:

This thesis presents a comprehensive study of the Mamluk
commander Muhammad ibn Mankali (d. 784 AH/1382 CE), one of the
most prominent military figures of the eighth century AH, due to his
extensive field experience and specialized scientific knowledge of
warfare and army organization. The research aims to highlight his
military and intellectual contributions to the structure of the Mamluk
army, and to analyze his writings, which are among the oldest Arabic
texts on medieval military thought. These writings contain principles of
leadership, field management, troop organization, training methods, and
the rules governing the relationship between commander and soldier, in
addition to his role in translating combat experience into written

theoretical knowledge.

The study examines the elements, classes, and organizational
characteristics of the Mamluk army, which form the general framework
for Ibn Mankali's upbringing and military development. It also sheds light
on his biography, his family, and his political connections through
marriage and official positions, particularly his appointment as head of
the army's leadership, a high-ranking military post reflecting his
proximity to the central authority and his standing within the ruling
establishment. The study revealed that Ibn al-Mankali possessed a
clear spiritual inclination reflected in his language and methodology, and

that he was influenced by Sufism through his vocabulary and ethics.
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This imbued his military thought with a rare ethical and moral dimension

within the Islamic military tradition.

The research examined and analyzed his key works, such as *Al-
Ahkam al-Mamlukiyya* (The Mamluk Rulings), *Al-Dawabit al-
Namusiyya* (The Legal Regulations), *Al-Adillah al-Rasmiyya fi al—
Ta'abi al-Harbiya* (Official Guidelines on Military Expressions), *Uns
al-Mulla bi-Wahsh al-Fala* (The Companion of the Mullah in the
Wilderness), and *Al-Hayal fi al-Hurub* (Strategies in Warfare). It
highlighted the theories they contained regarding army organization,
battle management, archery, weaponry, maneuver techniques, and
methods of disciplining and training soldiers. These works represent a
foundation for the development of military thought before the emergence
of modern military schools. The findings demonstrated that his works
represent a mature stage in the evolution of Mamluk military thought,
and that he was among the most meticulous and insightful commanders
in documenting combat experience and transforming it into both science
and art, thus securing his prominent place among historians and

researchers.

The study concludes that Ibn al-Mankali formed an important
bridge between practical experience and military theory, and that his
intellectual efforts contributed to consolidating the concepts of leadership
and discipline, and linked Sharia and ethics on the one hand, and the
applications of fighting on the other, which makes his study an essential
window for understanding the development of the Mamluk military

institution and its civilizational role in Islamic history.
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