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Abstract

Intellectual extremism is considered one of the most dangerous phenomena
to the lives of individuals in any society. Hence, the criminal confrontation
of intellectual extremism gains great importance. Extremism is a social
phenomenon that grows and develops in time and space, fueled by
personal crises and public pressures, with the presence of incubators that
adopt this thought and strengthen it to establish strong extremist beliefs. A
personal or group social, religious, ethnic, or even cultural positioning that
generates feelings of hatred and rejection of others, which the criminal
legislator must confront in the best and most effective ways to achieve
security and reassurance for the individual and society, and adopts several
criminal means, including substantive and procedural ones that include
preventive or deterrent measures, To confront the phenomenon of
intellectual extremism, as quite a few of these measures are part of the
procedures of the competent security authorities. All of these means are
designated by the criminal legislator to achieve what he wants in
eliminating an abnormal phenomenon such as the phenomenon of

intellectual extremism.

The scarcity of legislative texts that explicitly and directly address the
phenomenon of intellectual extremism from a criminal standpoint, and the
failure of the Penal Code and other penal laws to adopt clear and direct

texts that state the forms of intellectual extremism and its criminalization



are among the most prominent difficulties that the researcher faces when

delving into the study.

This study examines the criminal confrontation of the phenomenon of
intellectual extremism, as it includes addressing the definition of the idea of
intellectual extremism and the idea of criminal confrontation, and then
researching the types of criminal confrontation of intellectual extremism, as
it examines the substantive confrontation of intellectual extremism in both
its criminal and punitive aspects, as well as research into the procedural
confrontation of intellectual extremism in the investigation and trial stages.
Then, we explain the consequences of this confrontation in terms of the
imposition of punishment and how the Iraqi legislator dealt with this
phenomenon by addressing examples of forms of criminalization contained

in the Iraqi Penal Code and the Anti—Terrorism Law.

The study concluded with a number of results and recommendations, the
most important of which is that intellectual extremism is considered the fuel
for terrorism, given that the perpetrators of terrorist acts embrace extremist
and deviant religious and political ideas, and that this deviation is
considered one of the most important factors that lead to terrorism. We
also concluded that although the penal laws, such as the Iragi Penal Code
and special punitive laws such as the Anti-Terrorism Law, are the laws
specialized in criminalizing acts and phenomena that pose a danger to Iraqi

society as a whole, this did not prevent the constitution from stipulating the



prohibition or criminalization of a specific act. This can be seen in the
position of the effective Iraqi constitution regarding the phenomenon of

intellectual extremism.

The Iraqgi legislator confronted intellectual extremism by criminalizing acts
that include establishing, managing, assuming leadership or leadership in
extremist terrorist organizations, or promoting their ideas. It is considered
one of the most dangerous crimes that the legislator aims to criminalize as
a preventive protection for society as a whole from these extremist,

intellectually deviant groups.

Extremist thought that conflicts with moderate thought, which is based on
peace and compassion among all members of one society, must be
criminalized, whether verbally, in writing, or otherwise. There is also a need
for the Penal Code to include explicit, clear, and unambiguous criminal
texts that criminalize any act that aims to pollute the normal thought of any
individual in society, and that the punishment be proportional to the
seriousness and severity of the committed act, and the goal sought by that

extremist and abnormal act.

Intellectual extremism must also be confronted in order to protect Iraqi
society in particular, and Arab societies in general, from intellectual
deviation, which is considered the main reason for destabilizing security
and stability, which hinders the process of progress and construction in a
society that has lived through the scourge of the spread of some terrorist

organizations or groups that spread their deviant ideology. In the minds of



some young people, their psychological, economic and social conditions
are exploited to clash with society by committing terrorist acts against state
institutions or its citizens with the aim of undermining the foundations of the

state and shaking its entity.
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