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ABSTRACT

Within complex sentences, adjunct adverbial clauses are elements
of clause which add extra information about actions and situations.
Adjunct adverbial clauses whether predicational or sentential can occur in
different positions.

This study has some aims which include: manipulating the
different uses of adjunct adverbial clauses in scientific and legal English
texts, showing their syntactic realisations, positions and semantic scope
and putting forward some pedagogical implication for teaching adjunct
adverbial clauses in scientific and legal English texts.

The study hypothesizes that the semantic implications behind using
adjunct adverbial clauses in the scientific text are different from those
used in the legal one. It also Identifies the different percentages of
predicational (obligatory/optional) and sentential adjunct adverbial
clauses in the two texts, and it is assumed that the syntactic realisations of
adjunct adverbial clauses differ in these two registers, and their clausal
positions also vary from one text to another.

The criteria of the analysis adopted in this study are mainly based
on two models: (1) Quirk et al.'s model (1985), (2) Biber et al.'s model
(2000), concerning the semantic scope “predicational and sentential”,
syntactic realisation, semantic implications, and positions of adjunct
adverbial clauses in two registers. One thousand sentences have been
selected from each text to investigate the uses of adjunct adverbial
clauses. A thorough analysis and a comparison of those clauses are
performed to show their syntactic realisations, semantic scope, positions
and semantic implications in scientific and legal texts.

The results indicated that: First, in the scientific text, the most
frequent semantic type is “time” which is commonly formed by finite

clauses, sentential type and positioned medially and finally. In the legal



text, purpose adjunct adverbial clauses are commonly used, and in this
case, non-finite clauses are the most frequent structures and the most
common clauses are sentential, medial position is also the most common

one.
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