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Abstract

Food problems have received wide attention among various countries for
various reasons where the dimensions and aspects of the food problems
multiply and overlap leading to the differences in the visions and methods of
dealing with them and their various impacts. The food problems are
considered essential problems and receive utmost importance during some
political circumstances. Thus the limitedness of food sources has received
considerable attention in Arabic and international official circles besides
international organization especially as the world entered a critical stage
since the seventies. This critical stage is exemplified by an increase in
demand towards food products especially agricultural products resulting
from demographic growth and redistribution of income besides the increase
of prices in international markets and the relative deflation in the importance
of the agricultural sector within the economic structure especially in
developing countries that suffered large deficiency that led these countries to
resort to foreign sources (imports) to overcome the deficiency.

The study attempts to investigate the subject of food security in Arab
countries and showed that food deficiency is represented by low per capita
share of Calories in a large number of Arabic countries especially those
with low ore medium income ( 2100 Calorie / day ). The results showed that
most Arab counties lack the available food sources to meet their demand
with the absence of some types and quantities of necessary commodities that
are sources calories including animal protein content. The study showed an
increase in the nutrition gap that reached (22.45) billion dollars in (2008) for
a number of main commodity crops in which grains represented (54.2%) of

the total gap during the same period.



The study also discussed the food crises in the Arabic countries, the
factors behind it (demographic or natural), and the barriers towards
achieving food security. These barriers can be briefed in the increase of
relative poverty, moderate use of technology, and the lack investment and
financing in the agricultural sector. The study proposed a number of
solutions to overcome the barriers.

The study expounded the indices of food security besides shortage of
food production and the high level of consumption which add to the problem
of food security and the increase in the nutrition gap in these countries .The
results from analyzing the average per capita share of calories in the low
income Arabic countries showed a significant inverse relationship between
the independent variable ( deficiency or surplus in balanced payments ) and
the average per capita share of Calories as the deficiency in total balanced
payments in these countries will lead to the decrease in per capita share of
Calories as these countries become incapable of importing food commodities
stemming from the lack of foreign currency. The analysis of the countries of
medium level of income showed a direct relationship between the average
per capita share of the Domestic Agricultural Product and the per capita
share of Calories with a significance of (0.85). The results corresponds to the
economic concept that have shown that the increase of per capita share of
the Domestic Agricultural Product means that the agricultural sector enjoys
relative importance and plays role in increasing the level of per capita
income.

The result shows that the increase in the investments in the stated
sector leads to the increase in the production capacity in this sector
especially when most of these countries have an agricultural climate

appropriate for investing in the agricultural sector.
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As for high income countries , the result showed that the dependent
variable (average per capita share of Calories ) was not effected by the
independent variables because the increase per capita share of Calories
comes from the increase in the per capita parity and not from the production
capabilities of food commodities. The supply of food commodities increase
because of the capability of importing. However, the drop in oil process
even in the long term will lead these countries to suffer deficiency in food
because they are non- agricultural countries.

As for the second model (the average share of Calorie deficiency), the
significance inverse relationship of this variable that reached (-33) which is a
logic economic result because the decrease in the size of "subsidy will lead
to increase in food deficiency and visa versa as the increase in food subsidies
will lead to the decrease in the average per capita share of food deficiency
measured in Calories and this result conforms to the study hypothesis.
Finally, the study recommended optimal utilization of agricultural resources
and the available environment of the Arab countries through an integrated
approach and encouraging the agricultural investment climate while using
advanced technology in agricultural processes besides providing the food for
the fragile households in the Arab countries through governmental aids to

help those Arab people who suffer under poverty.
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