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Abstract

The study aims to measure the optimal tax burden in a number of
selected countries, with Iraq as a case study during the study period. This
is achieved by comparing the Iraqi tax system with some developed
countries that have managed to achieve a balance between generating
tax revenue and promoting economic growth. The study highlights the
unique challenges facing Iraq, such as its heavy reliance on oil revenues,
tax evasion, and weak tax collection systems, which complicate
achieving the optimal tax burden.
The study covered the period (2000-2023), and data were collected
based on statistics from the World Bank and the central banks of these
countries.
The study relies on an analytical-metric approach, examining the
concepts of tax burden and tax performance by analyzing independent
variables related to the tax burden, such as tax capacity and tax pressure.
The study reached the following results, the most notable of which are:
1. The slow return to tax balance (60% annually) indicates the weak
responsiveness of the Iraqi tax system to economic changes, compared
to Jordan (76%) and Germany (45%).
2. The agricultural sector contributes significantly to reducing the tax
burden, indicating that the exemptions and incentives granted to it
diminish its role as a source of revenue.
3. Per capita GDP and trade sector output have a direct effect in the long
run, which is consistent with economic theory and indicates the potential
for expanding the tax base in these two areas.
The researcher presented a number of proposals that are consistent with
his findings.
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evasion, and weak tax collection systems, which complicate
achieving the optimal tax burden.
The study covered the period (2000-2023), and data were
collected based on statistics from the World Bank and the
central banks of these countries.
The study relies on an analytical-metric approach, examining
the concepts of tax burden and tax performance by analyzing
independent variables related to the tax burden, such as tax
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The study reached the following results, the most notable of
which are:
1. The slow return to tax balance (60% annually) indicates the
weak responsiveness of the Iraqi tax system to economic
changes, compared to Jordan (76%) and Germany (45%).
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