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Abstrac

Human rights are not merely a legal objective but are a fundamental
prerequisite for societal stability and building sustainable peace especially
in post-conflict societies like Mosul and Iraq in general. They are not a
luxury or solely a legal matter; rather, they are an investment in societal
stability and prosperity. The higher the level of respect for rights in a
society, the lower the rates of crime and violence, and the higher the
indicators of development and happiness among individuals.

This study aims to analyze the challenges facing human rights in Iraq and
their implications for the peacebuilding process, focusing on the city of
Mosul as a case study. The study relies on an integrated methodology
combining theoretical analysis and field research, using diverse research
tools including questionnaires.

Our study is a descriptive-analytical study because its foundation is based
on describing the phenomenon under study by collecting data,
information, and facts about the research problem, analyzing and
interpreting them to reach more credible results for describing, clarifying,
and generalizing the phenomenon. As the nature of the study's subject
dictates the form of the methodology or methodologies used, we have
therefore relied on scientific approaches that align with the nature of our
topic. The researcher adopted three scientific methodologies: the
historical approach, social survey, and the inductive approach. The
researcher used a questionnaire as a tool to measure the opinions of the
sample, consisting of (360) respondents from the social components in
the city of Mosul, who represent the study population. Furthermore, we
drew a random sample from the social components in the city of Mosul
by selecting individuals based on probability theory. Several conclusions
were reached, and then some recommendations and proposals aligning
with the nature of our study were presented. The SPSS program was also
used to analyze the statistical data of the respondents from the community
members. Among the most important conclusions reached by the study
are the following:

I-Human rights represent one of the most critical pillars upon which the
future of the peacebuilding process in Iraq in general, and in Mosul in
particular, depends. This is due to the grave violations the city endured
during the period of ISIS control and the subsequent security, economic,
and social challenges

2-Citizen opinions revealed that the absence of justice, the proliferation
of corruption and discrimination, and the lack of basic services all act as
obstacles to societal stability and the rebuilding of a unifying, peaceful
culture.




3-The study confirmed that human rights are not merely theoretical
slogans, but are practical requirements directly linked to human dignity, a
sense of citizenship, and trust in institutions—all of which are critical
factors for achieving positive peace in Mosul post-conflict.

4-Weak institutional awareness of human rights: The majority of
respondents indicated that government institutions are still unable to
ensure the practical application of basic rights, particularly in the areas of
justice and services.

5-The link between rights and social peace: The study showed a public
conviction that the absence of justice and rights generates a sense of
injustice, which could lead to a resurgence of conflicts or the emergence
of new forms of extremism and violence.

6-A disparity between civil and economic rights: The findings indicated
that citizens perceive a relative improvement in civil rights, such as
freedom of expression, but they suffer from frequent violations of
economic and social rights, like employment, housing, and services.

7-The study highlighted the importance of transitional justice, with a
significant proportion of citizens viewing holding perpetrators of
violations accountable and providing redress for victims as a fundamental
condition for strengthening peace.

8-Citizens emphasized that civil society organizations and local media
could play an active role in promoting a culture of human rights, but their
role remains limite

9-Respondents demonstrated a low level of, or a complete lack of, trust in
state institutions due to corruption and poor performance, which weakens
the chances of building sustainable peace.
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