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Abstract:

Towns in their making have passed through many alterations, and had
been effected by various factors that gave them some kind of variety and
complexity. Previous studies tried to investigate the mechanism of shaping the
urban fabric, taking in consideration the numerous factors within the process.
The orientation of urban components to a certain direction is one of these
factors.

The Islamic city as a product of multi-cultural and social values, as
well as the effect of natural and environmental factors, had its own organic
urban fabric. Many elements can be considered as urban fabric’s formulators,
and directionality can be one of them. In spite of the fact that the concept of
direction and directionality is being widely used, the studies dealing with it are
limited.

This research deals with the directionality as a product and a design
concept in traditional urban fabric, and tries to investigate the factors affecting
it. The research’s problem is represented by the ambiguity of the role that
directionality plays in shaping the urban form of the old city of Mosul,
accordingly the research aims at exploring this role.

The geographical aspects and effective elements on Mosul city (like
Topography and the Tigris River) are analyzed, and the urban pattern and its
relationship with the directionality of urban form is considered. The measures of
urban structure are adopted too, particularly, the space syntax methodology, and
the city’s historical and morphological development through time, and its
religious distinctive character (Qibla, the Islamic religious direction) is studied
as well. The research showed, that urban fabric of the old city of Mosul was
affected by all the factors mentioned above, and the phenomenon of
directionality was able to explain the behavior of alleys, and present a better
understanding of the complicated organic fabric.
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