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ABSTRACT

Northern Caucasus is among the important areas in the world. Its
location between Black and Caspian Seas made it a ground bridge that
links between Europe on the one hand and Asia on the other. Many
human immigrations took place across its lands through thousands of
years, and many states succeeded each other in ruling it without imposing
their culture on its people who preserved their languages and traditions in
spite of all the invasions of it through hundreds of years.

In addition, its location between two different cultures, i.e. Islamic
and Christian worlds, made it a focus of conflict among the countries
which belonged to one of the cultures that each attempted to put it under
its authority without paying attention to its people who sought to maintain
their independence and freedom away from the desires of these countries.
Many wars took place in their lands the people of which had nothing to
do with, and that lead to the death and displacement of hundreds of
thousands of people especially in the conflict of its people with Russians
who managed to impose their military control on the area after facing a
ruthless resistance from its people, who were lead by the followers of the
Sufisme (Al-Nagshabandiyya then Al-Qadiriyya), and each of them had a
prominent role in resisting one of the largest countries at that time and in
causing huge losses in its lines, not to mention their role in disseminating
Islam and stimulating people to commit to its tenets and avoid forbidden
things. Although the Russians succeeded in imposing their military and
political control on the area, they failed in turning it Russian and in
making it part of their country that the people of the area kept hiding their
hostility to Russians.

The structure of the thesis consists of an introduction and four
chapters The introduction outlines the importance of the geographic
location of Northern Caucasus as it is the area in which many historical.

events took place, as well as the extent of their effects on it. It also
tackles the demographic structure and peoples customs and traditions
which were an assisting factor in pushing them to stand against Russians
and refuse being their subjects. We also attempted to present a summary
about the Russian desires in the area and their continuous pursuit to
impose dominance on it through hundreds of years.

The first chapter focuses on the Russian invasion of Northern
Caucasus during (1785 - 1834 A.D.). The first section tackles Sheikh
Mansoor and his leadership of resistance against Russians and his
revolution which was of an Islamic nature, the eruption of the Ottoman-
Russian war (1787 - 1792 A.D.) and the Ottomans' communication with
Sheikh Mansoor and his participation in that war on their side. The
second section deals with the Russian invasion of the area after capturing
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Sheikh Mansoor, the Ottoman-Russian signing of the Yassi Treaty in-
1792 A.D. and the following annihilation of people by- the hands of
Russians during the following years, until emergence of Maridi
movement in Dagestan in 1829 A.D. which organized the resistance to
Russians, and this is presented in details in the third section when we
tackle the role of the leaders of the Maridi movement named Ghazi
Mohammed (1829 - 1832) and Hamzat Beik (1832 - 1834) whose efforts
had a prominent role in resisting Russians and in preparing and readying
people to revolt against them during the era of Sheikh Shamil. The third
section also tackles the events in Circassian areas after signing Edirne
Treaty in 1829 A.D. and the Ottoman abdication of the Circassian Black
Sea coast to the Russians and the following Circassian ruthless resistance.

Meanwhile, the second chapter is entitled "The Leadership of
Sheikh Shamil of the Maridi Movement (1834 - 1853 A.D.)”. The first
section deals with the jihad of Sheikh Shamil in Dagestan during (1834 -
1839A.D.) beginning by his taking the leadership of the Maridi
movement in 1834 AD., organizing it, and then his jihad against Russians
who managed to eliminate his movement in Dagestan in 1839 A.D. after
(Akholko) Battle.

The second section is dedicated to study the role of Sheikh Shamil
in leading the Chechens after he took refuge there following his loss of
(Akholko) Battle. He began to organize the resistance movement during
the first years before beginning organized attacks on Russians forces
causing a lot of losses to them. He sought to form a state in all over
Northern Caucasus, after regaining Dagestan and sent some of his
delegates to Circassian areas in order to organize their resistance.
Furthermore, he lead a campaign towards Al-Qubrati areas in 1846 A.D.,
but he failed in it. Thus, he returned to Eastern Caucasus and continued
his resistance until 1853 A.D.

The third section deals with the attitude of the Ottoman State about
Sheikh Shamil which was represented, by the attitude of the Ottoman
government and its ruler in Egypt Mohammed Ali Pasha. This attitude
was characterized by weakness and indifference concerning the
Circassians' conditions that the Ottomans attempted to exploit Circassians
commensurate with their interests and with the nature of their relation
with Russians.

The third chapter which is entitled "The Russian Occupation of the
Western Parts of Northern Caucasus (1834 - 1853 A.D.)" is divided into
three sections. The first section tackles the Russian invasion of the area
during (1834 -1839 A.D.), the political and military Circassian resistance,
and also the British role in supporting Circassians commensurate with
their interests to reduce the Russian authority and to prevent their
occupation of Caucasus. The second section deals with the Circassia
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resistance in 1840 A.D. and the role of Sheikh Shamil's delegates in
organizing resistance movement in the west side of Northern Cucasus.
The delegates were Al-Haj Mohammed (1842 -1845 A.D.) ,Suleiman
Afandi (1845 - 1846 A.D.), and Mohammed Ameen (1848 - 1859 A.D.).
The most prominent was the last one who sought to form an Islamic state
in the west side of Northern Caucasus, just as what Sheikh Shamil did in
the east side of Northern Caucasus, like organizing resistance movement
and forming a permanent army to fight Russians. The third section deals
with the attitude of the Ottoman State during (1834 1853 A.D.) which
was characterized by weakness and fluctuation especially that it
attempted to maintain good relations with Russians and their non-hostility
to the Ottoman State desires in peace due to the weakness it was
undergoing in all its parts.

The fourth chapter deals with (Crimean War and the end of the
Maridi movement 1853 - 1859 A.D.). The eruption of Crimean War in
1853 A.D. motivated the Circassians to keep fighting in the hope of
gaining independence especially after the Ottomans instigated the
Circassian Muslims to stand on their side at war. This is presented in
details the first section of the fourth chapter, as well as presenting the
reasons behind this war, the role of Northern Caucasus in it, and then the
end of the war and Paris Treaty in 1856 A.D.

The second section tackles the situations in Northern Caucasus
after Crimean War especially after Russia got out of the war strong and
dedicated itself to terminate the resistance movement in Northern
Caucasus. In 1859 A.D., it managed to capture Sheikh Shamil by
surrounding him by a force consisting of 40000 fighters. He was
succeeded by his deputy in the west of Caucasus (Mohammed Ameen)
who formed a permanent peace agreement with Russians in the same
year. Thus, the role of the Maridi movement in resisting Russian
occupation to the country was over.
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