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Abstract

The seas occupy almost three quarters of the land area, and they are of this
size and contain enormous wealth revealed by technological progress, which has
proven that they are not just a fish stock and a source of food and wealth, but
rather constitute one of the most important energy resources and a source of
various minerals, as the extraction of oil and minerals from its bottom led to
Classifying it as a source of energy, and the sea is a means of communication and
transportation for various goods and commodities, with ships carrying weights of

hundreds of thousands of tons.

This strategic importance has had its repercussions on the relations between
states, and it has become a source of conflict between them, which was embodied
by two opposing points of view, when some states, supported by the opinions of
some jurists, tried to claim the imposition of their sovereignty over the seas on the
basis that the seas accept possession like land regions, while Other countries,
supported by an international jurisprudential trend, have confronted the mutual
interests between the countries involved in the exploitation of the sea on an equal
footing, and the search for international legal rules that constitute an integrated
legal system to manage these uses and needs and to facilitate solutions to contain

any disputes that may arise in connection with this.

Gradually, since the end of the eighteenth century, a set of customary
international legal rules for the seas emerged. We can say in general that they
initially distinguished between two sections of the secas, the first section being
subject to the sovereignty of the coastal state, the territorial sea, which took over
the rule of the land territory of the state in what It relates to the rights of the state
over it, with some restrictions imposed on the authority of the state over it in view
of its special nature ((the right of innocent passage and the rules for dealing with
foreign ships)), and a second section is the high seas. All states have been handed

over with certain freedoms that they can exercise in it.



Successive developments have led states to extend their authority over
more parts of the seas. In addition to advancing the territorial sea from three miles
to six miles and then to twelve miles, new ideas arose that resulted in new legal
systems that allow states to exercise their authority over what is known as the
contiguous region. Which means surrendering to the coastal state by exercising
some powers over a part of the high sea adjacent to its territorial sea, in addition
to the coastal state’s right to monopolize the exploitation of mineral and other
non-living wealth located on the seabed and under its soil in what is known as the
continental shelf area and thus crystallization of the legal system for the

exploitation of the wealth of the continental shelf .

In light of the attempts of coastal states to extend their regional authority
beyond what is prescribed under existing international law, the United Nations
Convention on the Law of the Sea came as a kind of reconciliation between the
rights and duties of the coastal state, as it imposed some obligations on it and
granted it some rights as a result of its exercise of its sovereignty or jurisdiction
over the maritime extensions affiliated with it. It or those that exist beyond the
borders of its national jurisdiction, and thus drew a legal framework for a
reciprocal relationship between right and duty embodying an international legal
system for the rights of the coastal state, and all this in order to preserve the rights
of the international community as a whole, because regulating the use of marine
extensions shows us the need to reconcile two considerations They are
contradictory in terms of appearance, but they are essential and complementary to
cach other in terms of depth or substance, and they are the need to protect the
interests, sovereignty and authority of the coastal state on the one hand, and the
need to protect the interests of other countries and the international community as
a whole on the other hand, and this inevitably requires establishing a kind of
balance between these two considerations. So that the coastal state can coexist
with the possibility of using the sea in some necessary matters for the benefit of

all states.
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