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Abastract

Praise to Allah, the Lord of the Worlds, prayers and peace be pon of the

messenger Mohammed and his family and companions.

After completion of writing of the chapters of this thesis through the
preliminary sources of texts , writings and comparing them with each other
with what the secondary references and the research opinions, we had to come

out of the results we reached during the course of this research, including:

1. The location of the Levant, its boundaries and climate which have had a
significant impact on the polarization of many of the nations and the
various races that migrated to and settled in it since ancient times, as
well as to counter of many invasions and occupation of the rule of
Persian, Greek, Roman and Byzantine. As a result of coexistence and
the connection among the original people and those nations the
phenomenon of mutual influence between the two sides is produced,
thus diversifying its cultures and integration with each other. So, the
cities that were built in the Levant in the Roman period (63 BC - 324
AD) are the best evidence for that. As the many effects were
characterized by the nature of integration between the Syrian local
technique and Phoenician with the classical art style, a technique which
remained in use even after the proclamation of Christianity as an
official religion in (324 AD) through the Byzantine period, and then the
Islamic era.

2. There are several factors that led to the growth and progress of urban
movement in the territory of the Levant. The witnesses of the period of
political demolition and stability come in the forefront of the region,
especially in the first period of the beginning of Umayyad Caliphs of
the reign of the Caliph Muawiyah bin Abi Sufyan (742 AD -723 / 6-41



H) until the period of Hisham bin Absul-Malik(742- 723AD /125H-
105), in which the stability that reflected on all aspects of religious,
economic, social and cultural life. Whereas, the urban side had a share
of it, as well as the economic prosperity, where the Levant witnessed
under the rule of The Umayyads were economic progresses unlike any
other. The Islamic conquests increased and the Islamic Arab and
Muslim territory expanded. Many victories of the muslins led to the
gains and the spoils. As a result of that there were flourishing and
progress of agriculture, industry and trade, all of this has had a great
impact on the aspects of luxury and wealth that have emerged in
Damascus, the capital of the Umayyad caliphate. This encouraged the
caliphs and the privileged to advance the state of civilization on the
urban side.

This is what became obvious when Muslims opened it, as it flourished
in cities and beautiful monuments. Its temples and churches were
distinguished by the beauty of its architecture and the splendor of its
decoration and engravings. This made the Arab Muslim conquerors
stand up in front of the greatness of these monuments, This prompted
the Umayyad caliphs to the establishment of the great mosques and
palaces in their desire to show the appearance with the luxury, and keep
up with what was already existing of the buildings to enhance
confidence among the Muslims to be proud of their religion and their
state. Moreover, we have not to forget that the establishment of such
huge constructions is to express their social status and property. Their
expression on all through these beautiful mosaic paintings and
landscapes which contained their projects was referring to the high
social status of the owner of that construction or symbolizes their
capacity to enable them to carry out that project.

Finally, the religious factor has a great impact on the establishment of

such projects, especially mosques and as it is known that the urban



movement came in conjunction with the movement of Arab Islamic
conquests. Since the target of the Muslims of these conquests is to
spread of the Islamic religion, so they were keen to establish mosques
in each city. Therefore they had to continue to do so be worshiped the
Muslims and to receive the teachings of the Islamic religion with the
spread of the Islamic culture. Because the mosque at the time played a
religious, social and cultural role and this increased the need to build
more mosques.

. After the opening of the Levant and the result of the integrating of the
Muslims with the other nations, and coming to acquaintance to the
nature of the cities of the urbanization all of these led to their being
influenced by the methods and urban designs in the opened cites. They
did not stumble to refer to them in urban designs and combine them
with the local art traditions of Syria and the Eastern and the Sassanian’s
traditions which they were obvious in their structures, as if they wanted
through this combination to send a message to the world that Islam is a
civilized religion that accepts all beautiful from other nations regardless
of their religions and doctrines. However, they did not deliver those
methods as they are, but they were taken and formulated by a new
character based on the general basic features ordered by the Islamic
religion. They were away from all the animals drawing or human
images in mosques and replaced them with plant motifs and the holy
Quranic verses that characterized the Islamic architecture of other
buildings.

Moreover, the use of not only the designs and styles of urban in the
opening countries is limited, but also included the use of a large
number of Christians Sham workers, in addition to Arab workers who
were from the two cities of (Kufa and Basrah). Some of the workers
were from Egypt, even from the Byzantines and the Sassanid Persians

to participate in the process of building of mosques and palaces. This is



a normal thing if we know that some of these projects were of the
greatness with a great capacity which made the construction takes
nearly six years as a mosque of Qubat Al-Sakhra and seven years for
the construction of Great Umayyad Mosque in Damascus.

. The Umayyads are the first to introduce the new architectural elements
in the Islamic architecture represented by the minarets which took
many forms, the domes decorated with mosaics, the towers, the
columns, the crowns and the arches. The towers in the city architecture
were used as a palace not only as a defensive element but also to give a
distinctive aesthetic and decoration of the walls. Endocrine Square we
observe in the palaces of the Byzantines as well as the use of ratchets at
the entrance doors as in the Eastern Heer Palace.

. The building materials used in Umayyad architecture varied and
progressed in addition to the stones that were available in the Levant
and were used extensively in most of the buildings. The red limestone
from the hills was used as well as in the Western Palace. The towers
were described in the form of decorations similar to the decorations
used in Byzantine castles and palaces. The Umayyads did not do so, but
they used the regular blocks of stones with the square bricks at the
same time in the construction process as we found in Al-Mashta Palace
which was a new style of Islamic architecture. Besides of they used
along with stone bricks and milk (which is non-brick roast) both as in
Twba Palace.

. Military architecture, in addition to religious and civil architecture, has
received widespread attention from the Umayyad caliphs, princes and
leaders who have mastered the use of various means and methods to
fortify the rich cities (land and sea) as well as the fortifications of their
construction of new cities. The old anchorages, especially the Roman

regions which were destroyed by its people and demolished it which is



considered as a serious strategic areas of the point which had direct
contact with the Romans by the sea.

They also used a new method of settling in the Fortified in order to
transfer them to many Arab Muslims, non-Muslims to these areas and
cutting off the sects for their stability in those areas to build mosques
for them. Thus, they led to an expansion in those cities which led to

their prosperity and urban development.
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